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gist Conaress, Ist Session. 


he was informed by gentlemen who knew better 
probably than either the gentleman or himself; and 
this was his firm impression. He asked why the 
tleman—the facts not being before the House— 
should press them to a vote upon a motion to lay 
on the table ? He appealed to hig to allow the 
hill 10 go to the Committee of the Whole on the 
gate of the Union. . 

Mr. JONES said that this was not a new ques 
tion; it had been before the House for seven years. 
He renewed his motion to lay on the table. 

The question was taken, and the vote stood, ayes 
¢), noes 49—no quorum voting. 

Tellers were appointed, (Messrs. Meape, of 
Virginia, and Kine, of Rhode Island.) 

And the vote being taken, stood—ayes 65, noes 


. WILLIAMS called the yeas and nays. 
Mr. MORTON inquired of the Chair, whether 
it would be in order for him to make an explana- 


? : 
“The SPEAKER said it would not now be in 
order. 

Mr. MORTON asked if he could do so by 


unanimous consent ? 

The SPEAKER. By unanimousconsent only. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. MORTON. Is it in order to have the re- 

rt of the committee and the bill read ? 

The SPEAKER. If the reading is called for, 
the question must be put to the House, and the 
House must decide it. The bill has been read twice 
by the title, and neither the bill nor the report can 
now be read except by common consent. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, inquired of the Speak- 
er whether a qnorum had ¢oted ? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr.MORTON. Can I not call for the reading 
of the report ? 

TheSPEAKER. Ifthe gentleman calls for the 
reading, and objection should be made, as it has 
already been, the question must be submitted to 
the House. 

The objection to the reading was repeated - 

And the question being put to the House, it was 
decided that the report should not be read. 

The question then recurred on the demand for 
the yeas and nays, and they were refused. 

So, under the vote given above, the bill was laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. SILVESTER moved that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

A brief conversation followed, between Mr. 
Meape and the Speaker. 

_The question was then stated to be on the mo- 
tion of Mr. Sinvester. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, hoped, he said, 
that the motion would not be agreed to, but that 
the call of the committees for reports would be 
proceeded with. It was seven weeks since some 
of the committees had had an opportunity to pre- 
sent RAY, 

Mr. BAYLY also hoped that the motion would 
be voted down. He had- some reports which he 
desired to make. 

€ question was then taken, and, by ayes 84, 
hoes 63, was decided in the affirmative. 
CALIFORNIA. 

So the House again resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Taompson, of Mississippi, in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the ial message 
of the President communicating the constitution 
of California. 

Mr. MOREHEAD was entitled to the floor, and 
add the committee during the hour, (in 
— which will be published in the Appen- 


r. M. having concluded, 

Mr. PECK obtained the floor, and addressed the 
committee, (in a speech which will be published 
in the Appendix, 

¢ first half of his remarks was directed to an 
wae of the objections u against the 
tnission of California as aState into the Union— 
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a measure of which he declared himself the advo- || 
He examined the objections which had || 


cate. 
been urged, disposing of them seriatim as present- 
ing, in his judgment, no valid arguments against 
her admission, whether considered with reference 
to their own intrinsic weight, or to the prior action 
of this Government in the admission of new States 
into the Union. 

He next proceeded to discuss the territorial 
question, arguing the imperative duty of Congress, 
in accordance with the ninth article of the treaty, | 
with the proclamation of General Kearny, &c., 
at the earliest practicable day to establish govern- 
ments for the territories—the form of government | 
to be decided by the majority of Congress. He 
expressed his adherence to the Wilmot proviso, 
maintaining the clear constitutional power of Con- | 
gress to adopt it, and glancing at legislative prece- || 
dents for the exercise of that power. 1] 

Mr. WILMOT obtained the floor, and yielded || 
to a motion by i] 

Mr. BOOTH, that the committee rise. 

Which being agreed to, 

The committee rose and reported progress. 


| 


1} 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a depo- | 


sition which had been communicated to him in the 

case of contested election in lowa, for the purpose 

of its reference to the Committee on Elections. 
No objection being made, the paper was received | 


and referred to the Committee on Elections. 1] 
On motion by Mr. STRONG, (who stated that || 
| 


depositions were being received from lowe, and 
were soon expected in the case of contested elec- | 
tion in Pennsylvania,) it was ordered that said | 
papers when received be referred without further 
action to the Committee on Elections, 
On motion the House adjourned. 





NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. PARKER gave notice that on to-morrow, or some 
subsequent day, he should ask leave to introduce a bill enti- | 


tled “* A bill respecting the National Armories at Springfield 
and Harper’s Ferry.’ 





PETITIONS, &c. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 


presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. OLDS: The petition of sundry citizens of Fayette 
county, Ohio, praying that no State may hereafter be ad- 
mitted into the Union unless the constitution of said State 
shall expressty prohibit the establishment of slavery in the 
limits of said State. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Fayette county, 
Ohio, praying the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in 
the District of Columbia, or the removal of the capital to 
free territory. 

Also, thg petition of sundry citizens of Oxford, Ohio, ask- 
ing Congress to prohibit slavery in the territories of the | 
United States. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Fayette county, | 
Ohio, asking that when a person is arrested as a fugitive 
slave, he shall not be delivered to the claimant except upon | 
the finding of a jury. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Fayette county, | 
Ohio, praying Congress to abolish slavery and the slave 
trade in ail the territories of the United States, and to cre- | 
ate no territorial government without the slavery prohibi- 
tion. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Syivarus Ward and | 
60 other citizens of Franklin, Massachusett«, praying that | 
slavery and the slave trade may be expressly prohibited by | 
act of Congress in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, of the same persons, that provision be made by law 
that a fugitive slave shall not be delivered to the claimant 
or his agent, except on the finding of a jury that the slave is 
the property of said claimant. 

Also, of the same persons, that no State be hereafter ad- 
mitted iato the Union, unless the constitution of such State 
aa expressly prohibit the existence of slavery within its 

imits. 

Also, that all laws sanctioning the slave trade in the Dis- | 
trict of Columbia, be repealed ; or, in the event of their non- | 
repeal, that the seatof the National Government be re- | 
moved to some other location. 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of James Kingsley and 60 | 
other citizens of Venango county, Pennsylvania, praying | 
Congress to repeal all laws by which slavery or the slave 
trade is authorized in the city of Washington or the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; and that in the event of their non-repeal, 
the seat of the National Government may be removed to | 

i 








. some more suitable location. 


Also, the petition of James M, Bowman and 63 other citi- | 
zens of the same place, praying Congress that no State may | 
hereafter be admitted into the Union, unless the constitu. | 
tion of such State shall expressiy prohibit the existence of | 
slavery within its limits. 
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Also, the petition of John Fleming and 63 other citizens 

of the same place, praying Congress to prohibit by law sla- 

se and the slave trade in all the territories of the United 
tates. 

Also, the petition of James Cook and 64 other citizens of 
the same place, praying Congress to provide by law, that 
whenever a person shall be arrested as a fugitive slave in 
any State other than that in which he is alleged to be held 
to service, he shall not be delivered to the claimant or his 
agent, except on the finding of a jury that he is the slave of 
the claimant. 

By Mr. THURMAN: The petition of Uri Young and 70 
other citizens of the county of Warren, State of New York, 
praying that the death of a widow after passing of the act 


| Of the 7th of July, 1838, and before the passing of the joint 
| resolution of the 16th of August, 1842, shall not prevent 


her children from receiving the same annuity or pension 
which she might have received by virtue of the said act and 


|| resolution from the 4th of March, 1896, to the day of her 
|| death. 


Also, the petition of Albert Conro and 150 other citizens 
of the State of New York, praying for a repeal of the law 
extending the term of the patent for Woodworth’s planing 
machine. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of William Lewis 
and Rath Smith, clerks of the monthly meeting of the 
Society of Friends held at Clear Creek, Putnam county, Ii- 
linois, against the admission of any more slave States, and 
for the prohibition of slavery in all the territories of the 
| United States. 
| By Mr. DOTY: A petition of Thomas McDermot and 
others, that no State be admitted unless its constitution pro- 
| hibits slavery. 

Also, a petition from Ira Jones and others, for the repeat 


for the removal of the seat of Government elsewhere. 
Also, a petition from Joole Smith and others, for trial by 

jury of the claims of persons demanding others as slaves. 
Also, a petition to prohibit slavery and the slave trade in 

| the territories. 

By Mr. EWING: 


|| of laws in favor of slavery in the District of Columbia, or 
} 


The petition of Joseph H. Rice, of 


|| Tennessee, praying fora land warrant for three thousand 


eight hundred and forty acres of land at tweive and a half 


|| cents per acre which he was prevented from locating. 


By Mr. ALBERTSON : The petition of jae! Maliby and 


|| TL other citizens of Vanderburg county, Indiana, praying 


Congress to establish a mail-route from Washington, in 


|| Davis county, by the way of Petersburg, im Pike county, 


| thence on the new State road through the counties of Gib- 


|; son and Vanderburg to Evansville. 


By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of Charles Locke and 
38 others, citizens of the township of Perry, Shawassee 
coanty, Michigan, praying that a trial by jury may be al- 
lowed to persons claimed as fugitive slaves. 

Also, a petition from the same persons, praying that all 
laws may be repealed which sanction slave. y or the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia. 

Also, a petition from the same persons, praying that ela- 
very and the slave trade may be expressly prohibited in all 
the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of the same persons, praying that no 
State may hereafter be admitied into the Union, unless 
slavery is expressly prohibited in its constitution. 

By Mr. GLLMORE: The petition of Clarion county, Penn- 
sylvania, for a mail-route from Limestone, Clarion county, 
Pennsylvania, to the borough of Clarion, Pennsylvania. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Clearfield county, Penn- 
sylvania, for a post-route from Swith’s Mills, Clearfield, 
Pennsylvania, to the borough of Clearfield, Pennsylvania, 
by Wheatland and Clearfield Creek pos: office. 

By Mr. FITCH : Four several petitions of citizens of Cass, 
Miami, Wabash, Kosciusko, Whitley, and Noble counties, 
Indiana, aeking a mail-route from Loganeport, Cass county, 
to Albion, Noble county. 

By Mr. SAWTE!.LE: The remonstrance of E. 8. 
and 33 others, mechanics and lumbermen, of the State of 
Maine, against the further extension, by act of Congress, of 
the “* Woodworth Patent,” so called, for a planing, tonguing, 
and groov'ng machine. 

By Mr. GOULD: The petition of merchants, farmers, me- 


|| chanics, physicians, and lawyers, inhabitants of Oneonta, 


Otsego county, New York, for cheap postage—two cents 
tor all prepaid letters of half an ounce. 

By Mr. MATTESON : The petition of Sullivan Brigham 
and 60 other citizens of Vienna, Oneida county, New York, 
in favor of reducing the rate of postage to two cents on pre- 
paid letters. : 

Also, the petition of Samuel Goodwin and 105 others, citi- 
zens of Sangersfield, same county, for same purpose. 

Also, the petition of Stephen Vanchisar and 180 others, cit- 
izens of same county and State, in favor of repealing the ex- 
tension of Woodworth’s patent for a planing machine. 

By Mr. KING of Massachusetts: The remonstrance of 
Samuel Curtis and 41 others, citizens of Lynn, Massachu- 
seits, against the renewal of Woodworth's patent for a plan- 
| ing machine. : 

Also, the petition of widow Abigail Appleton, of Ipswich, 
| Massachusetts, for a pension. 

Also, the petition of J. W. Proctor and 25 other citizens 
of Danvers, fora Bureau of Agriculture. 

Also, the petition of B. I. Gerrish and 60 other citizens of 
Chelsea and North-Chelsea, for the same, 

Also, the petition of Nathaniel Scott and 101 citizens of 
Ipswich, against the admission of more siave States into the 
Union. 

Also, the petition of Daniel W. Perkins and 104 other 
citizens of Georgetown, Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of P. H. Sweetser and 104 other citizens 
of South-Reading, for the same object. 5 

Also, the several petitions of Robert Boyes and 120 other 





citizens of Georgetown; the petition of D. B. Smith and 98 |) 
others, citizens of Ipswich; and the petition of James 8. |} 
Moore and 121 other citizens of Georgetown, for the repeal || 
of alllaws sustaining <lavery in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Robert Kimball and 100 other eitizens |) 
of Ipswich. 

Also, the petition of L. 8. Crombie and 100 other citizens || 
of Georgetown, Massachusetts, praying for a jury trial for 
persons arrested as fugitive slaves. 

Also, the petition of Robert Boyes and 120 other citizens 
of Georgetown, Massachusetts, for the prohibition of slavery 
in the territories ; and the petition of Josiah Kimball and 98 
others, citizens of Ipswich, Massachusetts, for the same 
object. 

Also, the petition of Elizabeth T. Woodbury and 41 other 
Jadies of North-Beverly, Massachusetts, for two cents post- | 
age on prepaid letters. i 

By Mr. HALLOWAY: Certain evidence touching the 
petition of Charles G. Layton, asking compensation for a 
vessel of his impressed during the war of 1¢12 and captured 
by the enemy. 
By Mr. MEACHAM: Petitions from C. A. 8S. Sprague 
and 55 eitizens of Williston, and Levi Washburn and 60 
citizens of Granville, Vermont, against the admission of any 
more slave States; to secure the right of trial by jury to al- 
leged fugitives; for protection of freedom in the territories ; 
to repeal all laws supporting slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia, 

By Wz. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of Kimber 
A. Moore, D. A. T. Biack, and 52 others, citizens of Bedford 
and Huntingdon counties, Pennsylvania, praying for the 
establishment of a post route trom Orbison, in Huntingdon 
county, via Scottsville, New Grenada, and Speersville, to | 
Ray’s Hill, Bedford county, a distance of twenty-eight miles, 

By Mr. HENRY: The petition of D. Thornton and 40 
other citizens of Lempster, New Hampshire, for a post- 
route from Bellows Fails, Vermont, via Drewsville, Paper- | 
Mill Village, South Tamworth, Lempster, and East Unity, 
to Newport, New Hampshire. + Also, the petition of Tappan 
Sanborn and 28 others of East Unity, New Hampshire, for 
the same. Also, the petition of Seth Richards and 50 others 
of Newport, New Hampshire, for the same. Also, the peti- 
tion of Joel Auger and 110 others of Acworth, New Hamp- | 
shire, for the sume. Also, the petition of John Osgood and 
50 others of the same place, for the same. Also, the petition 
of Barnabas Peters and 60 others of Alstead, New Hamp- 
shire, for the same. Also, the petition of John Baxter and 
20 others of Bellows Falls. Vermont, for the same. | 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of |; 
Lamville, Ilinois, for right of trial by jury to fugitive slaves || 
when arrested. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Bloomingdale, Llinois, 
praying that fugitive slaves may be allowed the right of trial 

y 





y jury. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Bloomingdale, Du Page 
county, praying that slavery and the slave trade may be pro- 
hibited in the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Seneca, McHenry county, 
Jilinois, praying that slavery may be abolished in the District 
of Columbia, or the capital removed to a free State. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Bioomingdale, Du Page 
county, [Hinois, praying that slavery may be abolished in | 
the District of Columbia, or that the capital be removed to || 
a free State. 1 

Also, the petition of citizens of Bloomingdale, Du Page {| 
county, Ilinois, praying that no State sanctioning slavery be 
admitted into the Union. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Seneca, McHenry county, i| 
ilinois, praying that no more siave States be admitted into | 
the Union, 

Also, the petition of citizens of Seneca, McHenry county, || 





ited in all the territory of the United States. 
Also, the petition of citizens of Seneca, McHenry county, || 
Iitinois, praying that fugitive slaves be allowed the right of || 
trial by jury. 
Also, the petition of citizens of Lockport, Wil! county, | 
Iilinois, praying that slavery be abolished in the District of || 
Columbia, or the capital be removed to a free State. | 
Also, the petition of citizens of Lockport, Will county, 
Iilinois, praying that fugitive siaves may have the right of 
trial by jury. 
Also, the petition of citizens of Lockport, Will county, i] 
Illinois, praying that slavery and the slave trade be prohib- || 
ited in the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of citizens ef Lockport, Will county, 
IHinois, praying that no State be hereafter admitted, unless | 
| 


Iiinois, praying that slavery and the slave trade be prohib- || 


slavery is positively prohibited. | 

Also, the petition of Congregationalists, Fox River Union, | 
Hinois, for cheap postage. } 

Also, the petition of Congregationalists, Fox River Union, 
Hilinois, against the admission of any more slave Stat: 
into the Union. 

Also, the petition of Congregationalists, Fox River Union, 
Miinoi-, to allow fugitive slaves the right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of Congregationalists, Fox River Union, || 
Tilinois, for the establishment and protection of freedom in | 
the territories of the United States, | 

Algo, the petition of Congregationalists, Fox River Union, 
Hlinois, for the repeal of all laws enacted or adopted by 
Congress for the support of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia, 

Also, the petition of citizens of Vernon, De Kalb county, 
Iilinois, praying that slavery and the slave trade may be pro- 
hibited in all the territories in the United States. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Vernon, De Kath county, 
Titinois, praving that slavery and the slave trade he prohib- 

ted in the District of Columbia, or the capital be removed 
to a free State. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Vernon, De Kaib county, | 
Hiinois, praying that no more slave States be admitted into | 
the Union. | 

Also, the petition of citizens of Vernon, De Kalh county, 
Minois, praying that no more fugitive slaves shal! be cap- 


Also, the remonstrance of citizens of Chicago, against are- | 
newal of the Woodworth patent. 


| 
Als, the petition of citizens of Cook county, [linois, for | 


(wo cents postage, 
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Also, the petition of citizens and electors of Lamville, Bu- 
reau county, fHlinois, praying that no more slave States may 
be admitted unless slavery be prohibited. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Lamvilie, Bureau county, 
[linois, praying that slavery be abolished in the District of 
Cojumbia, or the capital removed. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Lamville, Bureap county, 
[inois, praying for the prohibition of slavery and the slave 
trade in the territories of the United States. 

By Mr. DOTY: The petition of Lyman K. Walker and 
others, that fugitives from labor shall have the right of trial 
by jury. 

*Also, the petition of H. C. Eggleston and others, that sla- 


|| very and the slave trade be prohibited in the territories. 


Also, the petition of Andrew Sherwood and others, that no 
State be admitted whose constitution does not prohibit 
slavery. 

Also, the petition of C. P. Dunning and others, for the re- 


| peal of laws authorizing slavery or the slave trade in the 


District of Columbia. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of the members of the 
bar of the county of Niagara, New York, asking Congress to 
establish a new judicial district and district court in the 
western part of the State of New York. 

By Mr. ROSE: The petition of Robert Dixson and 75 other 
citizens of Livonia, Livingston county, New York, praying 


| that fugitive slaves may have trial by jury. 


Also, the petition of Augustus Gibbs, R. Blake and 70 


other citizens of Livonia, Livingston county, New York, | 


praying that no State may be hereafter admitted into the 
Onion unless slavery is prohibited in its constitution. 

By Mr. BUEL: The petition of J. F. Adolphus and others, 
for a reduction of letter postage. 

Also, the petition of Henry G. Stone and others, praying 
Congress to repeal the act of Congress extending the Wood- 


| worth patent. 


Also, the remonstrance of William Peaslee and others, 


|) against a further extension of the Woodworth patent. 


Also, the petition of J. W. Hodgkin and others, for a law 
granting to fugitives from labor the right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of William Cochran and others, for the 
same. 

Also, the petition of Oliver Streeter and others, for the 
same. 

Also, the petition of James Shearer and others, for a law 
prohibiting slavery and the slave trade in the territories. 

Also, the petition ef William Cochran and others, for the 
sane. 

Also, the petition of Oliver C. Streeter and others, for the 
same. 

Also, the petition of James Shearer and others, for the 
repeal of all laws sanctioning slavery and the slave trade in 
the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of William Cochran and others, for the 
same. 

Also, the petition of Oliver C. Streeter and others, for the 


| same, 


Also, the petition of James Shearer and others, for the 


| adinission of no more slave States. 


Also, the petition of William Cochran and others for the 
same. 

Also, the petition of Oliver C. Streeter and others, for the 
same. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of Henry 
Janney and 369 other citizens of Washington, praying for 
an increase of water in the cities of Washington and George- 
town. 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: A petition from George Wil- 
liams, and 46 other citizens of Carroll county, Ohio, * for 
the prohibition of slavery in all the territories of the United 


| States, and for colonizing such as shall be emancipated.”’ 


By Mr. FITCH: The petition of certain citizens of Wa- 
bash, Kosciu-ko, Grant, and Huntington counties, Indiana 
soldiers inthe war of 1812, or under General Wayne during 


| his Indian campaign, asking the same compensation in kind 


and mode, as 1s new paid to soldiers of the Revolution. Also, 
four several petitions of citizens of Wabash county, asking 
the prohibitien of slavery in the United States territories ; 
the right of trial by jury for fugitive slaves ; the repeal of all 
laws of Congress sanctioning slavery or the slave trade in the 
‘District of Columbia, or the removal of the seat*of Govern- 
ment; the refusal of admission into the Union of any State 
the constitution of which does not prohibit slavery. 
By Mr. THURMAN: The joint resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of the State of New York, praying that Congress 
reduce the price of postage on prepaid letters. 








IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, April 23, 1850. 
Mr. Dawson resumed his seat in the Senate to- 


| day; Mr. Cooper also was enabled to resume his 


aeat after a week’s absence, occasioned by indis- 
position. 
CORRECTION. 


Mr. SEWARD. I rise for the purpose of cor- 
recting an error. I was misapprehended in the 
report of my remarks in presenting some petitions 

esterday in a manner which might cause me to 
misunderstood, and I will therefore ask leave 

to detain the Senate for a single moment for the 
purpose of making an explanation. | was under- 
stood by the reporter for the Union to have re- 
marked, in presenting a number of anti-slavery 
petitions, that I supposed the number committed to 


_ my care for that purpose on that day was reduced, 


| arising out of the circumstance that persons who 
tured without trial by jury. i} 


take a deep interest in that subject had thought it 


| desirable not to send such petitions to me, and 


that in this I coneurred with them. I have no 
doubt that this mistake arose because I spoke so 
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low as not to be audibly heard b a 
|| the Union. What I aie oald we Teporter 4 
| number committed to me was red 
| the circumstance, as 1 supposed, t 
, took an interest in this subject had thought it q 

rable and proper to enlist the Sympathy and “% 
| port of the distinguished Senator from Kenn” 
in which I concurred with them. mey, 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONs, 


| The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Se 
|, ate a.communication from the Department of . 
| Interior, made in compliance with a resolution ’ 
“the Senate of ge 17th instant, calling for nn 
_ of the report made by William Carey Jones ; 
| special agent appointed to examine the subject of 
| land titles in California, stating that the documen: 
| which accompanied said report, being in the Sna,. 
| ish language and voluminous, it was deemed y» 
|| necessary to delay sending the report itself q))\ 
they could be translated and copied; which hire. 
ever, would be done as soon as possible, Ait 


On motion by Mr. FELCH, 
Ordered, That the document lie on the table. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS, 


Mr. WEBSTER presented a petition from gjy;. 
|| zens of Fall River, Massachusetts, asking that the 
|| right of trial by jury may be secured by law to 

fugitive slaves arrested in any other State than 
| that in which service is claimed; which was op. 
' dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania, instructing the Seng. 
tors and requesting the Representatives of tha: 
, State in Congress to use their exertions to procure 
| the establishment of a national board of agricy). 
| 


was, that the 
uced Owing tp 


hat thoge who 
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| ture; which was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

Also, documents relating to the claim of Samue| 
Wilson, a revolutionary soldier, to a pension: 
which were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, three petitions from citizens of Penngsy. 

| vania, remonstrating against the further extension 
| of Woodworth’s patent for a planing machine. 

| This subject, said the honorable Senator, is avi. 
| tating the public mind a good deal in the many. 
| facturing districts of Pennsylvania. The remon- 
| strance enters into considerable argument on the 
| subject. Itis lengthy, and J will not therefore ask 
| that it be read to the Senate, but | will present ix, 
| and ask that it be referred to the Committee on 
| Patents, to whose particular attention | recow- 
| mend the argument of the petitioners. 

| The petitions were referred to the Committee on 
| Patents and the Patent Office. 

| Mr. CHASE presented a memorial of citizens 
| of Chicago, Illinois, asking that the public lands 
| may be granted in limited quantities to actus! 
| settlers not possessed of other lands; which was 
| referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

| Also, three petitions, numerously signed by citi- 
| zens of fifteen States; and by persons in California, 
in favor of a reduction of the rates of postage, the 
| memorialisis setting forth, in a clear and condensed 
| form, all the arguments bearing on the subject; 
| which were referred to the Committee on the Post 
, Office and Post Roads. 

| Mr. YULEE presented the memorial of Susan 
| Murphy, widow of Thomas Murphy, asking that 
| she may be allowed to institute legal proceedings 
| for the purpose of proving the validity of her wie 
| to certain lands in the’State of Florida; which 
| was referred to the Committee on Private Lané 
| Claims. 

| Mr. DAYTON presented the memorial of Lydia 
| Gibbs, asking that the bill granting indemnity ‘or 
| French spoliations may be passed; which wos 
| ordered to lie on the table. 

| Mr. CASS presented a memorial of the faculty, 
| trustees, and stockholders of the Michigan Cen- 
| tral College, asking that copies of the journals and 
| other public documents printed by order of Com 
} 
| 
/ 









gress may be furnished for the use of that insu't- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on the 
| Library. 
Also, a memorial of officers and soldiers of the 
last war with Great Britain, and other citizens 0! 
_ Lawrence county, Pennsylvania, asking that bout 
ty lands may be granted to all officers and soldiers 
| who served during that war; which was referred 
| to the Committee on Military Affairs. : 
Mr. SHIELDS presented the petition of Silas 
Chatfield, a pensioner of the United States, asking 
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to be allowed back pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. — ' 
Mr. RUSK presented resolutions of the Legis- 
Jjature of Texas relative to the rights of property 
of the several States in the territories of the United 
States, the jurisdiction of the Federal Government 
over the subject of slavery in the territories, and | 
the power 0 Congress, under the Constitution, to |, 
sdmit new States into the Union, or to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia, and declaring 
that the people of that State will make common 
cause with the southern States in resisting all en- | 


croachments on their constitutional rights; which | 


were ordered to lie on the table end be printed. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion by Mr. WHITCOMB, 


Ordered, That the heirs of Nathaniel Ashby have leave to 
withdraw their petition and papers. 

Mr. BUTLER. Task leave to withdraw the 

pers of George Harvey, agent of the British 
ship James Mitchell, from the files of the Senate. 
It is perhaps necessary that [ should state that | 
have been requested to make the motion by a 
member of the other House. 

The motion was put from the Chair and pro- 
nouneed to have been carried. 

Mr. YULEE. I rise to make objection to the | 
motion. The papers in this case have been before | 
the Committee on Naval Affairs; they have also | 
been before the Committee of Claims. An | 
adverse report was made by the Committee of 
Claims; and during the same, or at the next ses- | 
sion, immediately after that adverse report, the 
game case, under a new name, was referred to the 


} 


Committee on Naval Affairs; and it was only ac- 
cidentally discovered that it was the same case 
under a different name which had been already 
reported upon by the Committee of Claims. Unless, 
therefore, we shall be informed of the purpose for || 
which itis proposed to withdraw the papers, I shall 
oppose the motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair begs 
leave to state that the motion has passed. 

Mr. YULEE. If the motion has passed it is 
useless to object to it now. 

Mr. BUTLER. I would not do anything to 
violate the rules of the Senate, and [ know nothing 
whatever of these papers or of the claim they repre- || 
sent. I make the application at the request of a 
gentleman of the other House, who anid that the 
claim had merit, and who informed me, I think, 
that he had other papers besides those which had 
been already referred. Candor, however, requires 
me to say that I can give no information to the 
Senate concerning the claim, one way or the other. 

Mr. KING, I trust the motion will be considered 
asnot passed, inasmuch as the gentleman from 
Florida rose to make objection at the moment the 
Chair was taking the question. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion had 
been adopted before the Senator from Florida ad- 
dressed the Chair. 

Mr. KING. Then I move its geconsideration, 
and I hope that, by unanimous consent, it will be 
considered as not acted on. 

The motion to reconsider the vote was then taken 
and agreed to. 


Mr. YULEE. Onconsidering the matter, I am 


| 
under the impression that this claim has been be- ° ‘Say HAMLIN: ‘from the'Committes oa Com- || 
| . ’ raat 


fore the Committee on Naval Affairs during the 
present session, and that the committee reported 
the papers back to the Senate, with a recommend- 
ation that they should be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. They are, therefore, now in the 
hands of the Committee of Claims, and it would be 
better that this motion should be withdrawn until 
the committee determine whether this is a proper 
claim or not. 

Mr. KING. _ I would suggest to my friend from 
South Carolina to postpone action on his motion 
for a time, as we all know very well that it is wrong 
to withdraw papers without some practical reason 

ing assigned satisfactory to the Senate. We 
know that heretofore papers have been presented 
here, the memerials acted on adversely, and ulti- 
mately withdrawn; and that, after the lapse of 
years, ive have been presented in a new form and 
passed. I hope that the honorable Senator will 
suffer his motion to lie over until it can be ascer- 
tained what is the precise position of these papers, 


until he can procure some information as to the | 
object in view in withdrawing them, and renew it, | 


if desirable, when that information is obtained. If 
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the reason of the withdrawal. 
|! 








the papers are in the hands of the committee, he || define the boundaries of the military reserve on 
cannot well withdraw them; and if they are not, it |) 
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would be as well to have some information as to || 


Mr. BRADBURY. It is, perhaps, incumbent 
upon. me to say a word upon this application. 
Some two years ago, this petition was committed 
to the Committee of Claims. 
vestigation of the case, and investigated it with 
what care I could bestow on it. 


, mously accepted by the Senate. 
| being absent from the Senate at the time, I noticed 
in the newspapers that the same claim had been 
presented to the House under another name. The 
first petition was of the heirs of George Harvey, 
and upon that petition an adverse report was made. 
The second application was for the relief of the 
owners of the ship James Mitchell. 
report was obtained; the claim passed the House 
and came to the Senate. It was then rejected, if 


| I recollect right, in the Senate; and at this session, 


I understand, the Committee on Naval Affairs have 


\ 
' 


I undertook the in- | 


The committee }| 
were unanimously of opinion that the prayer of the | 
petition ought not to be granted, and a report in, 
detail was made upon the case, which was unani- || 
Subsequently, |, 


803 








the St. Peter's river, in the Territory of Minne- 
sota, and to secure the rights of actual settlers 
thereon,” have had the same under consideration, 
and have directed me to report it back, with some 
| slight amendments, and to recommend its passage. 
| Lask that the question be iaken on it now. lis 
a very simyxe matter. 
A word of explanation is perhaps necessary to 
show the propriety of the passage of this bill. 
Some forty odd years ago,a purchase was made 
from the Indians of eighteen miles by nine miles, 
at the St. Peter’s river, for military purposes. 
Since then the Territory of Minnesota haa been 
| thrown open to settlers. ‘The military operations 
have been moved principally into the mterior, but 


| the post at the St. Peter’s river is still kept up. 


A favorable || 


had the subject again presented to them, and they | 


have either made an adverse report, or recom- 


, mended that the Committee of Claims should en- | 


ter into the examination, I am not sure which. 


| Now, sir, the Committee of Claims, at a former 
| session, bestowed some attention to the subject | 
| and were unanimously of opinion that the appli- | 


| cation ought not to be granted. Ido not wish to 


prejudice the petitioners in the least, but such was | 


the conclusion at which the committee arrived. I 


, could go into the details of the case, but I believe 
| it is not necessary I should do so at this time. 

I cannot undertake to make | 
George Har- | 


| Mr. BUTLER. 
any statement regarding this claim. 
| vey, I understood, was a citizen of Charleston, 


and the ship James Mitchell, I suppose, sailed | 


| from that place. 


mittee on Naval Affairs) has said, I am inclined 
to doubt the propriety of the motion, and as I 


| have no wish to violate the rules of the Senate, 


| even in favor of a constituent of my own, I leave 


| the matter at the disposal of the Senate. 


Mr. YULEE. ‘The clerk has furnished me 
| with a memorandum of the position of this mat- 
ter. 


| them during the present session, and had recom- 
| mended to the Senate that it should be referred to 
the Commitiee on Claims. I find that there has 
| been an adverse report made by the Committee on 


| in by the Senate. 
| any reason why the permission to withdraw the 
| papers should not be granted;-but I have heard no 
| reason why we should do it. 

| The motion to grant leave to withdraw the 
| papers from the files was then put and lost. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


' merce, to which was referred the memorial of J. 
| netic telegraph around the globe, made a report, 
which was concurred in. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill to grant to 


river, reported back the same with amendments, 
which were ordered to be printed; and asked to 


| memorial relating to the same subject; which was 
agreed to. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 


of Kentucky, asking indemnity for slaves enticed 
| into Ohio, which they were unable to recover, re- 
| ported in favor of printing the same; which was 
, agreed to. 

MILITARY RESERVE IN MINNESOTA. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. The Committee on Territo- 
| ties, to which was referred the bill ‘* to reduce and 


Naval Affuirs during this session, and concurred | 
i do not, therefore, know of || 


| 

A member in the other House || 
| stated that the matter was before a committee of || 
| the House, and made the request that | would 
| have the papers withdrawn from the files of the || 
| Senate, without any explanation of what had been 

| previously done in the case; but from what the | 
| Senator from Florida (the chairman of the Com- | 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


I was under the impression that the Com- || 
| mittee on Naval Affairs had had this case before || 


| H. Pulte, proposing a plan for extending the mag- , 


the city of Burlington, in lowa, the land heretofore | 
reserved between that city and the Mississippi | 


| The territorial Legislature of Minnesota, at its last 
session, passed a memorial, unanimously, asking 
that it be curtailed to one mile square, and that 
provisions of law similar to those im this bill be 
passed to secure the rights of the actual settlers on 
that reservation. In pursuance of that memorial 
the War Department issued orders for the reduc 
| tion of the reservation, and for the sale of their 
lands to the highest bidder, on condition that the 
actual settlers should be entitled to payment for 
| their improvements from the purchasers. 
| It was at the suggestion of the delegate from the 
| 
| 


Territory of Minnesota that | introduced this bill, 

and had it referred to the Committee on Territo-. 

ries. The committee have carefully examined it, 
| and we propose to provide for the actual settlers, 
| by subjecting to preémption right so much as their 
improvements actually cover,and no more. I pre- 
sume that with this explanation there will be no 
objection to the bill being put upon its passage. 

The bill was then read a second time by its 
title, and considered as in Committee of the 
| Whole. 

The first question was on the amendment re- 
ported by the Committee. 

Mr. KING. [t appears to me that, until the 
| survey is made, great difficulty would arise in set- 
tling the conflicting claims of persons living imme- 
diately together. The purpose of the amendment, 
if I understand it rightly, 1s to give the squatters, 
whose lands have never been surveyed, their im- 
provements, and nothing else, provided those im- 
provements should not extend over more than one 
hundred and sixty acres; it requires that they shall 
have allotments by legal subdivision. Now, sir, I 
do not see how this can be done, when no survey 
has been made. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I think I can explain this 
matter in a few words. The provision is, that the 
| extent of their preémption shall be limited to one 
| hundred and sixty acres; that the preémption shall 
| be taken according to the legal subdivisions, but 
| that where there are more than one settler upon 
the same quarter section, in that case they shall 
be limited according to their resp*ctive improve- 
ments, and have only what they nave cultivated. 
The bill has been drawn up by those who have 
direct personal knowledge of the matter, and it has 
the unanimous recommendation of the Legisla- 
ture of the territory as well as of the committee. 

The amendments reported by the committee 
were then adopted; and, there being no further 
proposition to amend, the bill was reported back 
to the Senate, the amendments alopted were con- 
' curred in, and the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
| for a third reading. 

Mr. FELCH. [hope the Senator from Illinois 
will not press the passage of this bill to-day; it is 
of such a character, and involves principles and 
details of such importance, that it is impossible to 
be fully acquainied with them without an exami- 


| nation of the bill, which has not been printed. I 


be discharged from the further consideration of the | 


memorial of James N. Kennett and other citizens | 


| 








have received some communications on the sub- 
ject, the purport of which is not now distinetly in 
my mind, and | would prefer that the matter should 
lie over until I can look at them. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Oh! certainly; let the matter 
lie over. 


THE PUBLIC LANDS 
| Mr. WEBSTER. I will take this occasion, 


| sir, with the permission of the Senate, to advert to 
a resolution which I presented to the Senate some 
two or three months ago, on the subject of the 
_ public lands.’ Some time after, the resolution was 
called up and made the order of the day for last 


| Monday week; it was crowded out, however, by 
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the ency of the question respecting the Cali- || on the part of the Senate. The bill proposes to 
fornia bill os the teevtneries: I now wale; sir, to || enact the law itself, and I should be very much 
say that during next week it will not be conve- || pleased indeed if the committee would report it 
nient for me to call it up. After the close of next || back in some way or other, so that it may be 
week I propose to ask the Senate to take up that | under consideration when the Senator from Mas- 
resolution at the earliest opportunity that may be || sachusetts addresses the Senate upon the subject || 
offered, which shall not interfere with the progress | of his resolution, that he may have the details of || 
of the bill for the admission of California. || the bill and the plan it proposes before him, and || 

Mr. WALKER. In connection with the sub- || may give us the benefit of his counsel as to the 
ject, | wish to make an inquiry of the Committee | propriety of this provision, and especially what 
on Public Lands. It will be remembered that at | amendments may be necessary. I repeat, that I || 
an eurly period inthe session | introduced a bill | do not see any propriety in keeping back the bill || 
upon the subject which has just been referred to | until the Senate shall have expressed an opinion || 
by the Senator from Massachusetts. That bill, | on the resolution of the Senator from Massachu- 1 

















sir, a long time ago, was referred to the Commit- | setts. 
tee on Public Lands. I know not what progress | The subject was then dropped. | 
the committee is making with it, but | am very || GOLD COINAGE. 
anxious to know, and I ask the committee, ifthere | Mr. WEBSTER. | present a resolution to the || 
is any prospect of their coming to a conclusion, so 


| Senate, which I propose to call up to-morrow, and 


as to make a report either one way or the other, | t¢ make some observations on the subject to which 
and if not, whether they will not consent to report | jt refers: 


the bill back without any recommendation, in | Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed 
order that it may be before the Senate, and that || to inquire what measures it may be most expedient to adopt | 
the Senator from Massachusetts may have an op- . ee and increase the gold cvinage of the United | 
portunity of addressing himself to that bill, as well | ~ The aaah Bia aie itis ghee nae 
as to his own resolution, when it may be taken | . J ; 
up for discussion. I have received a great many | SERGEANT-AT*ARMS PRO TEM, | 
letters upon this subject, and in almost all of them ie. ain « I wish to offer the following 
lam interrogated as to the prospect of this meas- | reso!u , : . 7 a ait ate 
ure. I can assure Senators—unless indeed they sinetel hia Cite munate Gale tee eaoaere absence | 
have received letters of a similar character—that || of Robert Beale, and that he be authorized to employ such 
they are not aware of the feeling and interest that | assistant as he deems proper. ! 
is manifested throughout the country on this sub- || Mr. BADGER. I hope the resolution will lie || 
ject. I should be much pleased if some other Sen- || over. || 
ator than myself, and the distingnished Senator Mr. WALKER. Ifthe Senator will withdraw || 
from Massachusetts especially, would takean in- | his objection, I have an amendment which I de- 
terest in this bill. || sire to offer. 
Mr. FELCH. I will state, for the information| Mr. BADGER. Better do it to-morrow. You | 
ef the Senator from Wisconsin, and of other Sen- || can send it to the Chair now, however. 
ators who feel an interest in this matter, that not |; Mr. WALKER. The amendment is to strike 
only the bill of the Senator from Wisconsin, but | out all after the word ** resolved,”’ and substitute 
several other matters of the same character, several || the following: 
resolutions of State Legislatures, and petitions || “That the Senate now proceed to the election of a Ser- | 
from different parts of the country, in reference to 1} geant-at-Arms of the Senate for the present Congress.” 
a change in the disposal of the public lands, were || Mr. WEBSTER. I hope the resolution will || 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and || lie over. ‘There is no rule to which the resolution || 
that the committee have not yet acted upon this || conforms; and, for one, I have no idea of making 
class of petitions and applications. They have an officer for two weeks of any one. 
not done so because the resolution of the Senator | Mr. BENTON, (inhisseat.) Certainly not. 
from Massachusetts proposes not merely to inati- Mr. WEBSTER. [I hope the resolution will 
tute an inquiry before the committee, but to ex- | lie on the table, never to be moved again. 
press an opinion of the Senate on the course to be | Mr. BRIGHT. Does the Senator refer to my } 
pursued in disposing of this subject. There are || resolution, or to the amendment? 
also several other resolutions of the same nature, |, Mr. WEBSTER. Toone and all. |} 
which have been submitted to the Senate, but || The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution is || 
which have not xe been acted on, or referred to |, not now in order to be considered. ! 
the committee. e thought it better, therefore, || Mr. BRIGHT. I know it is not, sir, if it is || 
inasmuch asa day had been fixed by the Senate | objected to. But I have a remark to offer, inas- || 
for taking up the resolution of the Senator from || much as my resolution has been declared to be | 
Massachusetts, which would be an expression of || improper. I can show that it is in accordance || 
the sense of the Senate on the subject, to defer || with precedents. 
action on this class of cases until that action was || Mr. WEBSTER. Oh, no. I did not speak |) 
had by the Senate, and until all the resolutions || against the propriety of the resolution. What I || 
representing the various plans and suggestions for |, meant to say was, that I could not see the neces- i 
the disposal of the public lands should come be- | sity of supplying a new officer to fill the place of || 
fore the committee. We then design taking them || one absent only for eight or ten days. | 
up ina body, and making such areport asmay | The resolution lies over under the rule. \} 
be the result of the deliberations of the committee | NOTICES OF BILLS. i] 


acting on the whole subject matter. If, however,, Mr. BORLAND gave notice that he would to- | 
it is the wish of the Senate that the committee | morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to || 
should take up the subject and make a report be-' introduce a bill to amend the third section of the || 
og I tk soreted rayon suas UP sen | act entitled “An act authorizing the Governor of || 
tee have been by no means negligent of this or | 


the Territory of Arkansas to lease the salt springs | 
: . | in said territory and for other purposes,” appro- | 

any other class of business submitted to them. | veg April 20, 1832. 

The large mass of other matters referred to the | NG 


Mr. KING gave notice that he would to-morrow, | 
ete have kept = Sranat ant and fully || or some aay ae thereafter, ask leave to intro- || 
ay haan an ing faehat Sea . | duce a bill granting the right of way through the || 

~4s h th preteen chants A in- || public lands of the United States to companies || 
S'hnow that 1 We coustaines on Whi a great || Stnetu ey Sea ceete of Alstatee. to conetrast | 
amount of labor is thrown, and I know that they || pee be comtenen ede he. EPS of Bap 
apply themselves most industriously to the inves- | BILL ON LEAVE 
tigation of that business. I take occasion, how- — Mr. DODGE, of Wi “Pole P 
ever, to say that I cannot concur in the idea that |) 1: Ua ee io a Fee . 
a bill, drawn up for practical purposes, should be || aoe’ - =a BBR Onteene i an to introduce -@ 
delayed in its consideration until a resolution, | D!! to amend an act w—_" n act granting a 
roposing a mere inquiry or a mere abstract dec- || Secon * land wa Deseal’ to hot of we 
aration of opinion on the part of the Senate, shall || TV¢F, at, the aw a 59 d ae the , te 0} na ti is- 
be acted on and go to that committee. What is | Comsins  which.was read a first and second time 
the resolution of the Senator from Massachusetts? | bY its title, and referred to the Committee on 
{t is a resolution that there ought to be a cession | Commerce. 
of the public lands to the actual occupants. | PUBLIC PRINTING. 


t 
proposes, therefore, a mere declaration of opinion || Mr, CASS. I rise, Mr. President, to make a 
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suggestion. The public printing, it s 
is the very first thing to which the Sadan « a 
now turn its attention. The delays to the a 
business resulting from the delays in the ézen : a. 
of the public printing, and the great Midian a 
ey money involved, renders it fmperative . 
the Senate, it seems to me, to sett] : 
at once. ; en 
I therefore must express my ho 
bill will be allowed to take precede 
tion of the public printing. There is nothing mo 
important. Five months have passed away ana 
ee none of the important public documents ar 
vefore us. Even the eulogies on Mr. Chuaény, 
short as they were, and which all are ce 
to send throughout the country, have not yet been 
presented to us, and it is impossible to tel} when 
they will be. I have received numerous letters 


that no private 
nce of the ques. 


| inquiring why these public documents have not 
| been forwarded. Why, it was only the other day 


when, having occasion to refer to a public docu. 
ment, that I had to goto the Clerk’s table and 
examine the original. In the mean time, we have 
been legislating in the dark—actually groping 
along with our eyes shut. And what is the use of 
these volumes at all, if they are not to be fur. 
nished until after the subjects to which they refer 
have been disposed of? I think there is nothino 
more important than that we should dispose of 
this question of public printing, and I, for one 
will consent that no other subject shall be taken 
up until this is disposed of. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I rise to second the sug. 
gestion of my friend from Michigan, [Mr. Cass, 
and I wish to state a fact in connection therewith. 
I stepped into the folding-room the other day and 
saw a pretty large pile of documents lying there, 
Inquiring what they were, I was told that they 
consisted of the President’s —e and accom- 
panying documents. I said that I had received, 
as I think; only ten of these documents, and that 
I was extremely anxious to get the portion falling 
to my share, and that I wanted to know why they 
had not been supplied. I was told in reply, that 
the Committee on Printing had rejected them be- 
cause they did not come up to the contract for 
binding. I then stated that if they would send 
me even the rejected parcels, I would gladly take 
them and distribute them among my constituents, 
who had manifested considérable anxiety to re- 
ceive them. That, I believe, has been the condi- 
tion of things from the commencement of the 
session. We get nothing in time, and what we do 
get, does not come up to the contract, and on that 
account is rejected by the committee. Really this 
state of things would seem to demand some ref- 
ormation, and I hope the Senate will act on the 
subject. 

Mr. BORLAND. I concur fully in the remarks 
of the Senator from Michigan, on the subject of 
the-public printing. I have labored very hard, as 
chairman of that committee, and at the earliest 
possible moment, to induce the Printing Commit- 
tee to act on this subject. We made a report to 
the Senate, which has been lying on the table for 
I know not how many weeks, but which, for want 
of an opportunity, has not been taken up by the 
Senate. I am therefore very much in hopes that 
it will be taken up now and disposed of. | wish 


| to say, in relation to the remark of the Senator 


from Kentucky, that I have been informed of the 
occurrence to which he alludes, and I will state the 
circumstances in relation to it. 

In obedience to the joint resolution of Congress, 
the Committee on Printing contracted for the bind- 
ing of all documents which had been or might be 
ordered by Congress, which, when printed, would 
make three hundred pages and over. The contract 
was given Out and a bond for its faithful perform- 
ance was taken, and astandard by which the work 
was to be done was exhibited by me on this floor, 
on the passage of this joint resolution. The first 
half dozen, or perhaps eight or ‘en volumes bound 
under that contract, were sent here, and, upon be- 
ing examined by the committee, were approved of, 
and adopted, under the assurance of the contract- 
= that all ae work ee me Pa 

he paper, the printing, e bindi we 
innamenh of, and the standard fixed. For some 
time no more — were received. When another 
supply came to hand I had an intimation that the 


work was of inferior quality, and when I examined 
the volumes which came to my room I found they 
upon; so far below 


were below the standard 
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that I did not think it would be proper to receive 
them. On the next meeting of the Printing Com- 
mittee I presented the subject for consideration, 
and the committee agreed with me that the work 
was not properly done; that it was not done in 
compliance with the terms of the contract, and 
that it was of such an inferior quality that our 
duty to the Senate required that it should he re- 
scted. Consequentl I addressed a letter to the 
contractor, stating that this work, both in the 
quality of the paper and the binding, was so far 
below the standard agreed upon, and which was 
presented bY the printers and binders themselves, 
that we could not receive them. And we directed 
the officers of the Senate whose business it is to 
receive the documents, to reject all that did not 
come up to the standard. There the matter rests, 
and we are unable to do anything more until the 
Senate shall act upon the resolution reported by 
the committee. 


THE CASE OF WILLIAM DARBY. 


Mr. DOWNS. In the early part of the session 
a private bill, in which considerable interest was 
felt, for the relief of William Darby, was made the 
special order of a day long past. As understand 
the rule announced by the Chair, where a special 
order has been assigned and the day passed, it has 

recedence of special orders subsequently assigned. 
if itis in order, therefore, I now move that the 
bill be taken up. Its consideration will occupy 
but a little time. 

Mr. FOOTE. I perfectly concur in what fell 
from the Senator from Michigan, in reference to 
the importance attending this business of the pub- 
lic printing, but I must say that 1 think the bill 
referred to by the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. 
Downs] may well form an exception to any gen- 
eral rule that might be laid down on this subject. 
Mr. Darby is well known to the members of the 
Senate by reputation, as an aged and venerable 
man—one who has been extremely useful in his 
day and generation. I speak of the distinguished 
author of the Gazetteer—a gentleman to whom the 
southwestern country is more indebted than to 
any other living man, in my judgment, with some 
two or three exceptions only. He is a man of 
great moral worth, of great intellect, and has 
rendered great public services, all of which can be 
made manifest when the bill shall be under con- 
sideration. He is now old and almost utterly 

nniless; his claim is an equitable one, and the 

ill proposes but to render an act of simple justice 
and plain duty towards one of the most worthy 
individuals in the world. Under such circum- 
stances, I shall vote to make this bill an exception 
to the rule laid down by the Senator from Michi- 
gan, although | will not so act with reference to 
any other whatever. 


Mr. DOWNS. Its consideration will take but 
alittle time, 
Mr. CASS. I wish to remark that, unless we 


strictly adhere to the calendar, we shall lose on 
every occasion more time in discussing these 
points than in discussing the bills themselves. 

The Senate agreed to take up the bill; and it 
was then read and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. DOWNS. This subject was referred to a 
select committee at the last session of Congress, to 
examine and make a report thereon. This claim 
is based on the services rendered to the nation by 
Mr. Darby many years ago, in the early survey and 
examination of the boundaries of Louisiana soon 
afier it was acquired, and the preparation of mate- 
rials fora map thereof, which oe been very useful 
to the nation, and for which Mr. Darby has never 

n remunerated. A member near me suggests 
that itisan old claim. That is true; but the Soa 
waa not because it was not a just claim, but because 
the gentleman who has rendered these important 
fervices to the country has not found it so necessary 
heretofore to apply to Congressas now. Mr. Darby 
has rendered important services to the country. 
He has done more perhaps to develop the geogra- 
phy and resources of the West and Southwest 
than any other man. He has added much also to 
American literature, in the preparation of his geo- 
graphical and statistical works. He has been for 
years, and is at this day, referred to as the highest 
authority, when accurate information on points 
Connected with the statistics and geography of the 
Southwest is required. During this very session 
references have been made by various members to 
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the results of his labors and research, and it has 
been used by them gratuitously to their advantage. 
He ought long since to have been better rewarded. 
He now finds himself, in his extreme old age, 
very poor, occupying the third story of some 
Government building, in the discharge of the du- 
ties of some petty office, for which he receives the 
little pittance of $1,000 a year. He is now seventy- 
six yearsof age. Had he lived in other countries, 
where genius and great services to the country 
are rewarded with pensions, he would have been 
highly rewarded. We cannot give him anything 
of this kind under our Government, nor does he 
ask it. He has forborne to ask anything hereto- 
fore, but now, in his old age, and when he sees that 
we have rewarded others, and very properly, for 
services not greater than those which he has ren- 
dered to the country, he thinks it but reasonable 
and just that some compensation should be made 
tohim. The committee appointed to examine the 
subject think so also, as they have expressed in the 
report they have made. I was not on the commit- 
tee when the report was made, nor is the matter one 
in which I have any personal interest as appertain- 
ing to acitizen of my State, for he has not for years, 
I believe, been a resident there. This is therefore 
not a claim of a local, but of a national charazter. 
Mr. Darby’s reputation is connected with the en- 
tire country. The committee think we might with 


justice award him not only the sum proposed, but 


a much larger one; they do not pretend to say how 
much is due, but in order to prevent any question 
they put it down at the low amount of $1,500, 
whereas really I think, if full justice was done 
him, it should not be less than $10,000. If any 
further explanation is required, I must request the 
Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Corwin,] who was 
chairman of the committee, to make it. It is for 
neculiar reasons desirable to Mr. Darby to have a 
decision of this question now. He wishes to know 
whether he is ever to receive this small pittance, 
and to make his arrangements accordingly. I do 
hope the Senate will decide upon the matter at 
once. Among the papers in his favor are the 
statements of General Jackson, General Gaines, 
Mr. Tanner, and others, setting forth the extent 
and value of Mr. Darby’s services, to which Sen- 
ators can refer if necessary. 

Mr. TURNEY. I ask for the reading of the 
report of the select committee. 

he report was read by the Secretary. 

Mr. TURNEY. I now ask for the reading of 
the petitioner’s memorial,.if it be not too long. 

The memorial was read by the Secretary. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I should like to under- 
stand distinctly whether the petitioner was em- 
ployed to do this work by the Government. 

Mr. DOWNS. The facts of the case are these: 
Mr. Darby was, I think, at the time, certainly soon 
after, a deputy surveyor of the United States, but 
these services were not performed as a part of his 
duty as surveyor. He performed his duties as 
ere and received a compensation therefor, 
but of his own accord he performed other duties, 
and prepared the materials for a map since used 
by the Government, for which no remuneration 


‘has been made him. 


Mr. FOOTE. Ido not intend to occupy the 
time of the Senate by the further discussion of this 
subject. As I have already stated, I have looked 
into this matter for myself, and I am perfectly 
satisfied that this individual has an equitable claim 
at least to the amount proposed to be given him 
in this bill. The committee have reported the 
bill, and the Senator from Louisiana has made an 
explanation of its provisions, and thus it is ren- 
dered wholly unnecessary that I should say any- 
thing farther. I will only add that, under the 
peculiar circumstances in favor of an individual of 
such extraordinary merit as Mr. Darby, a man so 
venerable in years, so esteemed for his moral 
— and the high public services he has ren- 

ered, it would be impossible for me to take any 
other than an active and zealous part in having this 
bill taken up, and to insure the favorable action 
of the Senate upon it. 

Mr. TURNEY. There isan insuperable defect 
in this bill, and Mr. Darby has not the shadow of 
a claim on the Government, either legal or equi- 
table. He was a deputy surveyor years ago, and 
availed himself of his then official position to col- 
lect materials for a map, which he carried to Phil- 
adelphia and cnpoess of to individuals there, who 
prepared a map therefrom. Subsequently the Gov- 
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ernment availed itself of the benefit of this map, 
which I presume it purchased and paid for. Now, 
Mr. Darby, having disposed of the materials from 
which this map was prepared, doubtless having 
received a consideration for it—whether he did or 
not, however, is not a matter for the consideration 
of this Government—comes to the Government, 
and on some pretext, it may be that he made a bad 
bargain, claims compensation for this labér. The 
plea is not that he has rendered any services to the 
Government for which he has not been compen- 
sated, or that the Government purchased a mapof 
him for which he has not been paid. He collected 
these materials and disposed of them in some way, 
so that they fell into the hands of those gentiemen 
in Philadelphia, who made a map from them, 
which the Government afterwards found it conve- 
nient to use. This does not present the shadow 
of a claim, legal or equitable, in favor of Mr. Dar- 
by on the Government. I know nothing of what 
merits he may have, and therefore I shall not at- 
tempt to detract from them, but I hold that we are 
not to vote money to individuals on account of 
their literary attainments or of their nationality 
merely. If so, there will be a sufficient number 
of claims of that character presented to empty the 
Treasury. I hold that he has no claim, legal or 
equitable, on the Government. Looking at the 
facts in this case according to the views | have 
offered, they present not the shadow of a claim, 
legal or equitable, in my judgment. 

Mr. CORWIN. This application was referred 
to a select committee, of mrhteh L happened to be 
chairman at the time; and the report from it, just 
read, wasprepared by myself. Now, I agree with 
the Senator who has just taken his seat that there 
is no legal claim presented here; but I cannot agree 
with him that there is not an ene claim, and 
just such an equitable claim, | imagine, as has: 
been repeatedly recognized. by both branches of 
Congress. The map mentioned, and upon which 
the memorial and claim are based, was made upon 
the individual researches and labors of the me- 
morialist, at a very early period of time, and before, 
I believe, the cession of Louisiana was ascertained; 
and it has since been, in every treaty which the 
Government has chosen to make respecting our 
boundary in that quarter, the basis upon which 
that treaty has proceeded. Now, does it appear to 
the Senate that any other person has done the same 
thing? Does it appear to the Senate that these 
labors of Mr. Darby have been of real value to the 
Government and people of the United States, and 
that no other person’s labor has furnished those 
materials which this Government has availed itself 
of, from time to time, in settling those questions 
that have been often the subject of discussion, and 
of very deep interest, concerning our boundaries, 
arising out the treaty of the cession of Louisiana? 
In these matters, as every one is aware, that has 
been the map upon which every treaty has been 
regulated. The materials for it were furnished 
at his own expense, and by labors which very few 
are willing to encounter. It is true, the main ob- 
ject of them was the gratification of his own cari- 
osity, if you please, for every one who knows 
anything of the history of this man, knows that 
he has been all his life engaged in these mat- 
ters, and that he is a gemleman of uncommon en- 
dowments. Of these qualities and labors of the 
man the Government of the United States have 
availed themselves in the way to which reference 
has been made. Suppose that Mr. Darby, instead 
of ascertaining the boundaries of the territory in that 
quarter, and furnishing this information, had gone 
with acompany of men, one of those celebrated 
pioneer expeditions of which we have heard, and 
-driven off the Indians, elevated the American flag, 
and established the American power on his own 
responsibility and at his own expense, in a country 
which at last should come into the possession of 
the United States. Then, if Mr. Darby presented 
a memorial, showing at what great expense he had 
marched through the country, and established the 
flag of the United States where it had not before 
been known, and carried the American eagle into 
lands where it had never soared before, and killed 
several Indians, perhaps, all of which the Govern- 
ment had availed itself of, how many sections of 
land would you give him? How many sections 
of land have you given for such services? How 
many propositions now lie on your table of sucha 
character? Now, the country derives benefit from 
all this. The one is the achievement of gunpowder 
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and the other of science for your benefit, and not 
merely for your benefit, but for the benefit of all | 


men. Now, by these facts which he has collected, | 


THE 
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and by these labors of which you have availed | 


ourself, you have been benefited, and yet you 
ave never paid Mr. Darby for them. 
equity, | beg to know, as contradistinguished from 
legal obligations? 
of which you have had the benefit, and there 
(pointing to the bill) is the bili of particulars, sir, | 
and why not give him compensation therefor? 
Mr. DAWSON. We will pass it. | 
Mr. CORWIN. Very well, then. I have noth- | 
more to say. 
r. DOWNS. I wish to correct a mistake into | 
which the Senator from Tennessee (Mr. Turney] | 
has fallen, when he stated that 


in 


them. The Senator is mistaken. 

he did not sell them, but that the 
from him—that the publisher of the map got pos- | 
session of them without remunerating him there- 

for. The affidavit of Mr. Darby fully sets forth | 
these facts. 
what, for eS eset are not given—the pub- | 
lishers got hold of these materials, and issued their | 
map, and thus prevented the sale of one which | 
Mr. Darby had himself published. 


He stated that | 


Mr. TURNEY. The Senator from Ohio [Mr. || 


Corwin] says that this isaclaim for work and 

labor done. If so, it would seem that the action | 
should have been brought, not against the Govern- | 
ment, but against the individual who received the | 
benefit of that work and labor—the compiler of 
the map. It was he who received the benefit of 
the work and labor, and the action, therefore, 
should not proceed against the Government, an 
more than it should against any individual who 
might subsequent! 
derived some benefit from its use. 


| 
} 
} 
| 
| 
| 


i think, there- 


presented no claim. 


What is | 


were extorted » |; 


have purchased a map and |) 


| so much information in my lifetime from others, 
Here is work and labor done | 


|| been a bankrupt years ago. 


r. Darby had || 
sold the result of his labors, and been paid for | 


} 





Y || serted in lieu thereof. 


: re- || modified. 
fore, the party ought to be nonsuited, as having || 


It is said by the memorialist, || 
that he did not perform this work and labor for | 


the Government, and that it did not receive the || 


benefit of it, but that some individual wrested it 
from him by extortion. ‘Therefore, his right of 
action lies against that individual. If he had a | 
legal claim, he would have a legal remedy against 
that individual. Why did he not resort to that 
remedy at the time when, if he had any legal | 
rights, he could have enforced them? He does | 
not do it; but a number of years afterward, | 
he comes forward and claims redress—not of | 
the individual who did him the wrong—but of | 
the Government. This I cannot assentto. As | 
for his services to the country, I doubt not he was | 
paid, and very highly, too, for all the surveys he 
made in his official capacity; but, if he was not, | 
let him present the bill, and [ will vote to pay that, | 
or any other legal and just claim which he may | 
have against the Government. [| have now done | 





officers charged bave had opportunity to be heard, and a 


| 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| Seward, Turney, Underwood, aud Whitcomb—16. 


By some management—I know not | third reading, and was subsequently read a third 


| which I presented some time ago is first in order. 
|| Since that resolution was offered, I find that | 





; } 
want to assign one reason for that vote, and take i 
| 


my seat. According to the argument made by 
my friend on the left, [Mr. Corwin,]} and the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi, we are to pay an equita: | 
ble consideration for information which has been 
derived from others. Now, sir, I have received 





that { am afraid that if the appeal of m 
to have effect, and the principle which h 
to advocate is to become a rule, | should have | 
] must confess that 


[ cannot consent to pay money in this way, or to || the Union? 
|| ‘The SPEAKER. According to the recollec. 


allow the nisi prius cases suggested by my friend 
to be a precedent in such a case. 

The yeas and nays were then taken, and there 
were— 

YEAS—Meessrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell. Cooper, Corwin 
Dawson, Dayton, Douglas, Downs, Foove, Greene Houston 
Jones. Mangum, Miiler, Morton, Pearce, Sebastian, Shields | 
Sturgeon, Wales, and Walker—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Borland, Bradbury, Bright, Butler, Chase, 
Dodge of Iowa, Feich, Hamlin, Hunter, King, Norris, Rusk, 








So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 


time and passed. 
REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 
Mr. BRADBURY. I move that the Senate do | 
now take up the calendar and proceed to the con- | 
sideration of the subjects therein in their order. 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BRADBURY. I believe that a resolution 


} 
| 


some change in the phraseology is necessary. I 
therefore move that the word “last,” after the 
word ** March,’’ be struck out, and ** 1849’? in- 


The modification was agreed to. | 
Mr. BADGER. Let the resolution be read as | 


The resolution was then read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to cause to be 
laid before the Senate all charges which have been preferred 
or filed in any of the departments against individuals who 
have been removed from office since the 4th day of March, 
1849, with a specification of the cases, if any, in which the 


statement of the number of removals made under each de- 
partment. including subordinates in the custom-houses and 
other branches of the public service. 


Mr. BADGER. I would ask whether there 
was not seme understanding entered into with the 
Senator from Connecticut, who is now absent, in 
reference to the further discussion of this motion? 

Mr. BRADBURY. In answer to the Senator 
from North Carolina, | will inform him that I dis- | 
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tinctly told the Senator from Connecticut that I 


| should call up this resolution on some day during 


} 
i 
| 


with this subject, and shall content myself with || 


=e for the yeas and nays on the passage of the | 
ill. 
Mr. FOOTE. The simple fact is, that Mr. | 
Darby obtained the materials of geographical and 
statistical information, which have been supplied | 
to the Government and the people of the United 
States, in the manner described by the Senator 
from Louisiana, and the memorial. Now, | will 
not undertake to say that there was any act of 
lareeny committed, but I will avail myself of the 
apelogy of my friend from Tennessee, and sup- | 
ose it to be a case of theft. I will ask him then, | 
if in that case the old adage is not true, that the | 
receiver of stolen goods is as bad as the thief? 1 | 
say furthermore, asa lawyer, that if A steals B’s 


watch, and C knowingly takes possession of the | 


waich of B, and apphes it to his own use, he is just 
as responsible forthe value of the watch as if he was 
the original taker. 

The Government of the United States, honestly 
I doubt not, availed itself of the labors of Mr. | 
Darby. That fact is undisputed, and the question 





} 


| 


| 
| 


| 





the present week. 

Mr. BADGER. Will the Senator allow me to 
ask him whether he proposes to take a vote upon 
the resolution ? 

Mr. BRADBURY. I propose that a vote 
should be taken either to-day or to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

Several Senators, 

Mr. BRADBURY. 
resolution should be disposed of by the Senate, 
and I desire that it may be acted upon, 

Mr. BADGER and several other Senators, 
To-morrow, to-morrow. 

Mr. BRADBURY then proceeded to address 
the Senate in reply to the remarks delivered some 
time since by the Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. 
Smiru,] and in support of his resolution. In the 
course of his speech, which occupied upwards of 
two hours, he produced much documentary evi- 
dence to sustain his statement that removals have 
been very extensively made throughout the Union, 
in violation of the pledges with which the present 
Administration came into power. 

Mr. BELL and Mr. BRIGHT continued the 
debate until past five o’clock, [\tr. B.’s speech and 
this debate will be published in the Appendix,] 
when, on mouon of Mr. KING, without taking 


To-morrow, to-morrow. 


now is, whether it is perfectly honest in this Gov- |, the question, 


ernment to refuse to compensate him for the value | 


of those services, taken from him by fraudulent or || 


improper means? I do think a more equitable | 
claim could not well be imagined. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The Chair stated the question to be on ordering | 
the bill to a third reading. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. As the yeas and nays 





| 
| 


The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay -Spril 24, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read. 
ODD FELLOWS. 
Mr. JONES said that he rose for the purpose 


are called, and intending to vote “ No,” i just || of moving a correction. He discovered, from the 


{ think it is time that this | 


| 


} 


| 


| 





sis tee 
reading of the Journal, that the bill whic 

terday been reported by the chairman ory 
mittee on the District of Columbia, [Mr. Brow at 
_to incorporate the Grand Lodge of the Indepema! 
order of Odd Fellows in the District of eg 
bia, had been referred to the Committee of the 


| Whole House, and made the order of the day for 


friend is || to-morrow. He(Mr. J.) desired to ingui 
e appears | Speaker, whether the motion, ied bee 


C as decided b 
House, was not a motion that the bill be 
| to the Committee of the Whole on the 


y the 
referred 
State of 


| tion of the Chair, the motion as put to the House 

was the motion as it appears on the Journal—that 
| the bill be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
| House, made the order of the day for to-morrow 
| and be printed. . 
| Mr. JONES. I am aware that the other bjlj 

reported from the same committee, to incorporate 
the German Roman Catholic St. Joseph Beneyo. 
lent Society, was disposed of in the way stated ) 
the Speaker; but my impression is, that the first 
| bill named, was referred in the manner jndj. 
cated by my interrogatory. I am satisfied that jy 
was so understood at the Clerk’s table, because 
the Journal was written inthat way. How it has 
been altered, I do not know. 

The SPEAKER. At the time the gentleman 
from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] reported the bill, 
he made a motion that it be reterred to the Com- 
| mittee of the Whole House. The motion was 
understood by the Chair as it now appears on the 
Journal, and the bill was referred to the Commit 

tee of the Whole House. The motion was yp. 
derstood at the Clerk’s desk to be a motion to refer 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and the Speaker inquired of the gentleman 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Brown,] who reported the 
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|| bill, whether the motion, as understood by the 


Chair, was correct. The gentleman from Mibsis- 
sippi stated that the understanding of the Chair 
was correct, and that the motion was to refer the 
bill to the Committee of the Whole, and the Jour- 
nal was made up accordingly. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said that the 
motion submitted by him was the motion indi- 
cated by the Chair. 

Mr. JONES. I do not recollect particularly 

' how the motion was made, but my general recol- 
| lection is, that the motion put, was to refer the 
bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
| of the Union. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 


Mr. EVANS rose and asked the House to ex- 
cuse him from serving on the select committee, 
appointed upon motion of the gentleman from 
Illinois, [Mr. Ricuarpson,] to investigate certain 

| charges against the Secretary of the Interior. 

Mr. E. did not ask this favor (he said) from 

~any desire to escape the labor or responsibility of 
this investigation, but because his attendance upon 
the committee might, and probably would, subject 
| him to great private and personal inconvenience; 





and as it was the first indulgence he had asked of 
the House, he trusted his request would be 
granted. 

The question was put to the House, and Mr. 
Evans was excused. 

And on motion by Mr. VINTON, the vacancy 
on the committee was ordered to be supplied. 

ODD FELLOWS, 

Mr. JONES rose, he said, to a privileged ques- 
tion. He moved a reconsideration of the vote by 
which the bill to incorporate the Grand Lodge of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows had been 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, 
in order, if that motion should prevail, to move 
that the bill be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. The latter, 
he submitted, was the appropriate reference. It 
was a general and net a private bill. It involved, 
| he submitted, a general principle concerning the 
action of this Government. 

The SPEAKER stated the question. 
| Mr. OLDS said: I trust, Mr. Speaker, that the 
| motion of the gentleman from Tennessee may not 
| prevail. I think 1 know enough of the proceed- 
‘ings of this House to know that when a bill of 

this character is referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, its funeral service 
has been performed. And the gentleman from 
| Tennessee having avowed his opposition to the 
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pill on caterday, it is fair to infer that his object 








And the question was taken on the motion of i (Mr. Sr 


EPHENS, | that the subject had not been re- 





uM 


ion from most ben 


5 evolent associations, I may be 


mitted here to state the fact, that at times the 


where the call was last suspended.. 


_ lation to certain propositions introduced from one 


- 1 defeat the measure. 1 do not propose to enter || Mr. Carrrer, and decided in the affirmative, with- || ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. He 
oa defence of the institution of Odd Fellowship. || out a division. | (Mr. T.) believed, however, that the committee 
| saa however, be permitted to say, that I know So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the | had a right to originate a billor joint resolution, 

jough of the institution to see the object desired \ table. i Mr. STEPHENS said that he objected to the 
«be obtained by the petitioners for this bill, and The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the com- | resolution. And he did so solely upon the ground 
ae reasons which place them in a different posi- || mittees in their order for reports, commencing which he had taken on a former occasion, in re« 


Order has the control of largely accumulating funds, 
yhich, a8 occasion may arise, are appropriated to 
penevolent and charitable purposes. In this case, 
¢[ am rightly informed, these funds have been 
iyvested in the erection of an Odd Fellows’ Hall; 
spart of which is occupied by the Order for their 
weekly meetings; the balance is rented for various | 
purposes, and the income added to the charity fund. | 
For the purpose of enabling the Order to hold | 
real estate, an act of incorporation becomes desir- | 


able. The object is simple; and the grant can, it || 


seems to me, Controvert no great political principle. | 
And the gentleman from Tennessee, in opposing | 
its passage, appears to me to be wasting his | 
ynmunition uselessly. I desire to see the bill | 
ymended; and, at the proper time, I propose to | 
offer to amend it, so that the Grand Lodge of this | 
District can hold property in trust for the use of | 
iis subordinates. Most of the State Grand Lodges | 
have a provision of this nature in their acts of in- 
corporation, and it fully obviates the necessity of | 
sranting similar acts of incorporation to such sub- | 
ordinate lodges. I trust that the motion to recon- 
sider may not prevail. 

Mr. ASHMUN said, that in order to save the 
unprofitable consumption of time, and a useless | 
debate, he would move that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid upon the table. 

The question was taken, and decided in the | 
afirmative, without a division. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. BAYLY, by unanimous consent, withdrew 
from the files of the House, for the purpose of | 
having them presented at the Pension Office, the 
petition and papers of Charles Russell. 


THE POTOMAC BRIDGE. 


Mr. MORTON rose, he said, to what he con- || tion be rejected?”? The motion of the gentleman | 





sidered a privileged question. He desired to move 
areconsideration of the vote by which the bill in 
relation to the compensation of the keepers of the 
southern draw of the Potomac bridge had yester- | 
day been laid upon the table. As he had voted | 
against the motion, he did not know that he was 
entitled, under the rule of the House, to make 
the motion now suggested. If he was not entitled | 
to do so, he would feel under obligation to any 
gentleman who would make it for him. 

The SPEAKER inquired whether the gentle- 
man had voted in the affirmative? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, said, that on 
the motion to lay on the table he had voted in the 
afirmative, and he would move, in behalf of the 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Morron,] a recon- | 
sideration of the vote by which the bill had been: 
laid upon the table. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on the | 
motion to reconsider. 

Mr. MORTON said that he had yesterday 
asked that the report of the committee, which ac- 
companied the bill, might be read. The request | 
had been refused-—— 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must interrupt | 
the gentleman. ‘The motion to lay on the table is 
not debatable; and a motion to reconsider a mo- 


| 
| 
| 





tion to lay on the table is not debatable. The || 


gentleman, therefore, can proceed only by unani- 
mous consent. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. MORTON hoped, 
would indulge him for a few moments, whilst he 
made a brief explanatidn. 

Objection was made. 








he said, that the House | 


PATENTEES. 

Mr. ASHMUN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill giving further remedies 
to patentees; which was read a first and second 

, time by its title, referred to the Comnnittee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union, and, with the || 


report accompanying, ordered to be printed. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported a_ bill enti- 
| tled “An act to amend the judiciary act,”’ passed 
| September 24, 1789; which was read twice by its 
title, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 


| the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 
| THE SUPREME COURT. 


of the standing committees of the House, by the 
gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Jounson.} 

Mr. THOMPSON said he might be mistaken 
in the opinion, but he had always understood that 
the committees of the House had the power to 
originate measures in relation to general affairs, 

The SPEAKER said the Chair was of opinion 


| that the objection taken by the gentleman from 


Georgia [Mr. Sternens]} had been made too late, 
and that, toensble it to be entertained, it should 
have been made when the resolution was read the 
first time. ‘The resolution had been read twice, 


|| and the question now was upon the motion of the 


'| gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Tuompson,] 


same committee, reported a joint resolution to al- | 
| low the Supreme Court of the United States a 


clerk in Chambers, to be employed as a translator 


| of languages and copyist; which was read the first 
| time by its title. 


The joint resolution having been read a first time || the time of the House, but would content himself 


by its title— 


Mr. CARTTER rose, he said, to a question of | 


order. He desired to be informed whether the 
House had not already acted upon a resolution of 
precisely the same character as this? 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON said that he did not exactly 
| know what the contents of the former resolution 
| were. This, however, was not the same. 





| Mr. CARTTER moved that the resolution be || joint resolution be faid on the table. 


| laid upon the table. 


| motion. 

The SPEAKER said that the motion to lay the 
joint resolution on the table was not now in order. 
| ‘The resolution had been read only once, and if ob- 


question would then be, ‘Shall this joint resolu- 


| from Ohio [Mr. Carrrer] would be in order after 
| the joint resolution had been read a second time. 
he resolution was then read a second time by 
| its title. 

Mr. KAUFMAN called for the reading of the 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER said the resolution would be 
read as soon as order was restored. 

The resolution having been read through— 

Mr. CARTTER moved that it be laid upon the 
| table. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, rose, he 


said, to a question of order. 





| Mr. JONES asked the yeas and nays on that | 


|| that it be referred to the Committee of the Whole 


| Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, from the || on the state of the Union. 


Mr. STEPHENS did not know, he said, that 
the resolution had been read at all. 

The SPEAKER stated that it had been read 
twice by its title, and once entirely. 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON said he would not occupy 


| with an expression of the hope that the resolution 


{ 


would be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, so that it might be dis- 
cussed, or, at least, treated respectfully. 

Mr. CARTTER said that the Government had 
got along sixty years without any provision of 
this sort, and he would, therefore, renew the mo- 
tion which he had previously submitted, that the 


The SPEAKER put the question, and stated 
that “ the ayes appeared to have it.”’ 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, called f r 
a division. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, asked for the yeas 


| and nays, which were ordered. 
| jootion should be made to the second reading, the | 


And the question, ‘* Shall this joint resolution be 


| laid upon the table?’ was then taken, and decided 


in the affirmative—yeas 95, nays 69, as follows: 
YEAS—Meesrs. Albertson, Averett Beale, Bingham, 


|| Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Joseph Cable, Campbeil, Cartter, 


Casey, Clarke, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Conger, Corwin, 
Dickey, Danean, Dunham, Durkee, A. Evans, Fowter,, 


|| Freediey, Gerry, Giddings, Gootenow, Gould, Hall, Ham- 


ilton, Hampton, Hurlan, Isham G. Harris, Hebard, Henry, 


| Holliday, Howe, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Jolinson, Robert 


|| MeQueen, Mc Willie, Miller 


é submitted that | 


W. Johuson, Jones, Julian, Daniel P. King, George G. King, 


| Preston King, Leffler, Littlefield, Matteson, McDonald, Me- 
|| Dowell, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, Finis E. McLean, 


Millsun, Moore, Morton, Olds, 


Orr, Otis, Parker, Peasiee, Peck, Pitman, Potter, Putnam, 


| Reynolds, Richardson, Robbins, Root, Rose, Roas, Sackett, 


| the motion of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. || 


| CantTE 


was not in order at this time, because 
| he (Mr. 


-) had not yet yielded the floor. He 


h 


'| held it whilst the bill was being read by its title, | 


| 


|| intending to make a motion for its appropriate dis- 


| position. 
| A brief conversation followed, the result of 
which was to leave 
Mr. T. in possession of the floor. He then re- 
| marked that he supposed the most proper direction 
which could be given to the joint resolution, for 
the purpose of bringing it under debate, would be 
to move its reference to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. No gentleman 
could yet be prepared to say on what ground the 
| resolution was reported. He (Mr. T.) was of 


| opinion that it had been reported upon ample 
He was not tenacious upon the subject, 





ground. 


plated should be made. The resolution provided 
_ for theemployment of a clerk fortwo, three, proba- 
| bly four months in the yearat an agg 


Mr. CARTTER moved that the motion to re- | amounting perhaps to one thousand dollars. He 


consider be laid upon the table. 

Mr. KAUFMAN desired to be informed by the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Morton] what 
disposition he proposed to make of the bill if the 
motion to reconsider should be agreed to ? 

The SPEAKER int , and said that no re- 
marks could be made, except by the unanimous 
consent of the House. ‘ 

bjection was made. 
The SPEAKER stated the question. 





moved the reference of the joint resoluuon to the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. || 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, rose to make an 
inquiry. He desired to be informed whether or 
| not the subject-matter of the resolution had been 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary by the 


itself originated this resolution? 
Mr. THOMPSON said he would state in reply 


j 


Savage, Sawtelle, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Stanly, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, 
Jacob ‘ihompsou, Toombs, Underhill, Walden, Wallace, 
Watkins, Wentworth, Wildrick, Williams, Wilmot, Wil- 
son, and Wood—95. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Andrews, Ashe, Ashmun, 


| Bayly, Bennett, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowden, Bowie, 


Bowlin, Briggs, Brooks, William J. Brown, Buel, Chester 
Butler, T. B. Butier, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Chandler, 


|| Crowell, Daniel, Deberry, Dimmick, Dixon, Doty, Duer, 
|| Ewing, Fite, Fuller, Gentry, Halloway, Hammond, Haral- 


| 


| son, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
| Hoagland, Howard, Kaufman, Kerr, 
| MeCiernand, McKissock, M 


| firmative without a division. 
but it seemed to him that the provision contem- || 


te expense | 


Harris, Haymond, 
John A. King, La Sére, 
cMullen, Morehead, Morse, 
Nelson, Outlaw, Phenix, Powell, Reed, Rockwell, Rum- 


| sey, Sprague, F. P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Taylor, James 


Thompson, John B. Thompson, Wm. Thompson, Thurman, 
Van Dyke, Vinton, Weliborn, White, and Winthrop—6¥. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD moved a reconsideration 
of the vote, and that that motion be laid upon the 
table. A 

The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
> 

So the motion to reconsider was laid upen the 
table. 

FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 


Mr. GERRY asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a resolution, which he sent 


to the Clerk’s table. 





The resolution was read for information, as fol- 
lows: 


Resvived, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs, to 
which were referred sundry petitions in relation to French 


| spoliations, be instructed to report upon the same as soon 
order of the House, or whether the Committee had || 


| 


as possible. 
The SPEAKER resumed the call for reports. 
On motion by Mr. MORSE, the Committee on 


to the inquiry of the gentleman from Georgia, || Private Land Claims was discharged from the fur- 
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ther consideration of the petition of David Weir, 
of MeMinn county, Tennessee, asking for a grant 
of jand on the ground that his wife had had three 
children at a birth; and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. 

Mr. SAWTELLE, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, made an adverse report on 
the petition of Peter Dygert’s heirs, asking pay- 
ment for revolutionary services which was settled 
in continental money, of no value; which was 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

On motion by Mr. SAWTELLE, the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims was discharged from 
the farther consideration of the petition of Wil- 
liam Tee, of Portsmouth, Virginia, for a pension; 
and it was referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

Mr. RUMSEY, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, made an adverse report on the peti- 
tion of Joseph Reynes, of New Orleans, Louisi- 
ana; which was ordered to lie on table and be 
printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, from the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, made adverse reports in 
the following cases; which were ordered to lie on 
the table, viz: 

The memorial of the citizens of the parish of 
Rapides, Louisiana, praying Congress to take the 
necessary steps to have the Indians removed; and 

The memorial of the Chippewa and Creek In- 
dians, praying for the means of removal west. 

MIAMI INDIANS. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, from the same 
committee, reported back without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that it do pass, the 
joint resolution for the benefit of Frances Slocum 
and her children and grandchildren, of the Miami 
tribe of Indians, approved March 3d, 1845, and 
certain other individuals of the same tribe. 

The bill having been read by the title— 

Mr. JOHNSON said, that as it contained no 
appropriation, and merely authorized the payment 
of money at a particular place, he would ask that 
the bill be put upon its passage. 

_ Before the question was taken, however, he 
would send to the Clerk’s table to be read the act 
which the present bill proposed to extend. 

The act was read, and no amendment having 
been = the bill was read a third time and 

ssed. 

Mr. CROWELL, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported a bill for the relief Al-lo-lah 
ani his legal representatives and their grantees; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the report accompanying, ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion by Mr. CROWELL, the Committee 
on Indian Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Joel Crutenden; 
and leave was stiited 10 the petitioner to with- 
draw his petition and papers for presentation to 
the Indian Bureau. 


WINNEBAGO INDIANS. 


Mr. McLANAHAN, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, reported back without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that it do pass, the 
joint resolution for the payment of $12,000 to the 

innebago Indians. 

The title of the bill having been read, 

Mr. McL. asked that the bill might now be put 
upon its third reading. 

Mr. BAYLY oe as a point of order to 
the Chair, that the bill contained an appropria- 
tion, and must, therefore, under the rule, be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

The SPEAKER said that the resolution would 
be read,*in order that the Chair might decide 
whether it made an appropriation or not, 

The bill having been read through 

The SPEAKER said that it required commit- 
ment, unless the unanimous consent of the House 
should be given to its being put upon its passage 
at this time. 

Mr. McLANAHAN asked the unanimous cop- 
sent of the House to put the bill upon its passage 
at this time. 

Mr. BAYLY objected. 

Mr. McLANAHAN moved that the bill be 
committed to the Committee of the Whole on ihe 
state of the Union. . 

Ordered accordingly. 


| 


| 
| 
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| tion will be adopted. 


| officers ? 


Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, ‘reported the following resolution; which 
was read and adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of a further incregse | 
of the army by raising another regiment of cavairy, to carry | 
out the treaty stipulations with Mexico, and for the protec- 
tion of the western frontier. 


BOUNTY LAND. 
Mr. EWING, from the Committee on Military | 


Affairs, reported a resolution to give such a con- || 
struction to the acts of 1847 and 1849, giving || 


bounty lands and extra pay to the soldiers in the | 
Mexican war, as will enable all those who have | 
not been discharged for delinquency of duty to 
receive such bounty land and extra pay; which 
was read a first time by its title. 

Mr. E. said, the object of this resolution is to 
give such a construction to previous acts of Con- 
gress as will enable the soldiers in the late war 
with Mexico, who were honorably discharged, to | 
obtain bounty land and extra pay, although not 
discharged on account of wounds received in battle 
or sickness incurred in the line of their duty. 

There are many cases of extreme hardshi 
brought before us of this character, which call 
loudly for relief. Persons who volunteered in the 
service, or enlisted in the new regiments, and after 
enduring all the hardships of a campaign and dan- 
gers of its battles, were called home by overwhelm- | 


ing misfortune, and have lost most of the pecuniary || 


fruits of their service, thus accumulating one dis- | 
asterupon another. ‘This is unjust to the generous 
soldiery who left their homes for the public weal, 
and it might prove unfortunate to the interest of 
the military service on some future occasion. We | 
ought never to forget in our grants to these soldiers, 
that we are burdened with no great standing 
army during peace, and that in war we are exclu- 
sively dependent upon the military spirit of the | 
people for the defence of our country. The | 
grants of land and extra pay given at intervals of | 
thirty or forty years for the dangers and fatigues 
of military duty are buta feeble tax on our Gov- | 
ernment, and constitute a considerable incitement | 
to enlistment in our armies. 
There is one petition on this subject from three | 





| 


| 


old men in Kentucky, that is fully illustrative of || 


| the justice of this resolution. hey were all || 


above the age for enlistment; but, carried away i} 
by their enthusiasm for their country, and anxious | 
to rouse the young men of their neighborhood, || 
they nobly waived all objections on account of age, || 


and, after volunteering in the service, marched 
away to Mexico, and cheerfully endured the fa- 





tigues and dangers of the march. When it was } 


ascertained that peace was concluded with Mexico, 


and that there was no further prospect of war, the | 
hearts of these old men yearned for their firesides || 


| and families, and they were speedily and honor- || 


ably discharged by General Butler. These old || 
men, notwithstanding all their patriotism and chiv- || 


| and there are nodoubt many similar cases of hard- 


alry, have lostall legal claim on their Government, 
ship. For these reasons, sir, | hope this resolu- 


| 


tion to the discharge, as to the proo . 
ative to the ansaay ta which the dissucg wired me 
contractéd. He mentioned the case ofa been 
ter in the army, at first connected with Oven 
on the Rio Grande, and afterwards transferred, >» 
General Scott’s army in the Valley of Mey.” 
who, being reported unfit for duty by the sur 
received leave of absence, and on his return ca 
States, died on the passage from Vera Croz : 
New Orleans. The Commissioner of Pensi ~ 
had decided that he was not entitled to regan” 
pension, because he had died from disease of - 
heart, and it was inferred from the length of his 
service that it was not contracted in the line of his 
duty, though it appeared, at the same time ‘ia 
the man was hale and hearty when he left héme’ 
There were many cases similar to this, in which 
the applications for pensions had been rejected be. 
cause of deficiency of proof relative to the manney 
in which the disease had been contracted. The 
existing laws required that it should be proveq 
that the disease was contracted in the line of dy: 

It was a most difficult matter to obtain this proof, 
the surgeons, and other officers, and soldiers wh, 
served in the war having been scattered to the four 
quarters of the country. The widows and Orphang 
of deceased soldiers were unable to procure this 
proof, not only from want of knowledge, but from 
want of means to procure the testimony necessary 
to establish their claims to pensions. It appeared 
to him that the resolution ought to be so framed 
as to meet these ends, and give construction to the 
existing acts, 80 as to grant pensions upon just 
and reasonable evidence. He therefore moved to 
amend the resolution by adding the joint resoly- 
tion of the House No. 10. 

The SPEAKER ruled the amendment out of 
order, under the rule prohibiting bills or resolu. 
tions now pending before the House being offered 
as amendments to other propositions. 

Mr. VINTON inquired if there was any report 
accompanying the bill? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed tha 
no report has been made. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, rose (he 
said) to a privileged question. The morning hour 
having expired, he moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union on the census bill, which had been made 
the special order for to-day. 

Mr. VINTON (having the floor) inquired if 
the gentleman could take it from him to make this 
motion? 

The SPEAKER replied that he was of opinion 
that, the census bill being the special order of the 
day, the gentleman from Pennsylvania could rise 
to a privileged motion and move to go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
for the consideration of that bill. 

Mr. BAYLY expressed the hope that the House 
would not go into committee at this time, but that 
the call of the committees would be gone through 
with. 

Mr. CROWELL desired to be informed by the 
Chair, whether it was not im order to move the 


Xico, 


Mr. E. asked that the joint resolution might be || reference of the joint resolution to the Committee 


Mr. PRESTON KING called for the reading | 
of the report ere the bill. 
The SPEAKER said 
that any report had been made. 
Mr. LITTLEFIELD inquired whether the) 
resolution was so framed as to apply to the) 
j 
Mr. EWING replied that it was not. 
Mr. CASEY inquired if the resolution was in | 
order at this time? 
The SPEAKER replied that it was in order, | 
having been reported from the Committee on | 
Military Affairs. | 
Mr. CASEY said he was in favor of this reso- 
lution, but in his opinion it did not go far enough. 
It did not reach the objects which ought to be at- 
tained in giving a construction to the different acts | 
granting pensions to soldiers. The joint resolu- 
tion of the House No. 10, which had been re- 
ported by his colleague, (Mr. Freeptey,} from 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, ex- 
eee of the several acts granting pensions and 
nty lands, was also necessary to be passed to 
give construction to these laws. The acts of 
1847-’8-"9 were all defective, not so much in rela- 


i} 


| sylvania [Mr. TwomPpson] should yield the floor, 
| the gentleman from Ohio, in front of the Chair, 


} 
| 








read through and put upon its passage; and the || of the Whole on the state of the Union? 
| resolution was read accordingly. 


The SPEAKER said, no motion was in order 
at this time. 
Mr. CROWELL requested the gentleman from 


e had not been informed | Pennsylvania [Mr. THompsoy] to allow him (Mr. 
| 


yo make the motion. 
he SPEAKER. If the gentleman from Penn- 


[Mr. Vinton] would be entitled to it. : 

Mr. THOMPSON. The gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Vinron] will then be entitled to the floor 
when the subject comes up to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER. In order that there may be 
no misunderstanding as to the eondition in which 
the resolution: will be left, if the House should 
now proceed to the consideration of the spe- 
cial order of the day, the Chair will state that 
it will not come up as the unfinished business of 
the morning hour, but will take its place among 
the business on the ker’s table. , 

Mr. VINTON. ‘To get clear of the difficulty, 
I desire to move that the joint resolution be refer 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 1 hope the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Tuompson] will yield the floor to enable ine‘ 
make the motion... ; 
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"Mr. THOMPSON said he would yield the floor 


for that motion. . 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 


NTON 
(Me WIN ON thereupon submitted the motion 


to refer to the Committee of the Whole on the state || and resources, in its unity and beauty. 


of the Union. He did not desire, he said, to make 
ap remarks. 
Ar. EWING moved the previous question. 

Mr. VINTON requested the Speaker to state 
ghat the main question would be if the previous 
gestion was sustained. 
V The SPEAKER said, the effect would be to 
bring the House, first, to a vote on the motion to 

fr to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and, if the House rejected that mo- 
tion, then it would be brought to a vote upon the 
engrossment. . 

Mr. VINTON said, he hoped the engrossment 
would not be ordered. | 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, now | 
renewed his motion that the House resolve itself | 











| 
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is entitled to the floor. 
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: ration of inhabitants, ages, and sex—number of 
dissolution of the Union. It regards the Union as || families, and number engaged in trades, designa- 
it is, and I trust it will be for ages to come. In |! ting the trades—number of paupers and convicts, 
place of regarding it in fragments, weakened and | with their ages—nomber of houses inhabited and 
distracted, its object is to ascertain its strength || number not inhabited 

The first enumeration took place in England and 
Scotland in 1801, and in Ireland in 1813, and-ia 
every period of ten years since. In England, the 
census is taken by the overseers of the poor; in 
| Scotland, by the schoolmasters; and in Ireland, by 
|| persons appointed by the sessions, with power to 
taken once ineach five years. The peoplelwerecom- || call to their aid the constables and church-war- 
pelled to attend at a designated place onja particular || dens. 
day, and make return to an officer, who was styled || It is hardly necessary to say that our system 
**Censor,”’ in writing, of all their estate, lands, || commenced with the adoption of the Constitution, 
and inheritances, the quantity and quality, and | and the first census was taken in 1790. It was 
exact location. They also made returns of their || not confined toa simple enumeration of the inhab- 
wives, children, domestics, tenants, and slaves, |} itants; it gave the names of heads of families, the 
with their ages. The simple enumeration of the || number of the different sexes, and the number of 
inhabitants with them, was secondary to the other | the age of sixteen and upwards, and the number 
interests involved, only to be attained, however, || under the age of sixteen, and the number of slaves 
through the enumeration. | without designation. 


so long claimed the attention of this body, the 





I hope I will be permitted for a very few mo- | 
ments to remark on the origin of the practice it | 


perpetuates, without the imputation of an affecta- 
tion of research or learning on the subject. 
Inthe days of ancient Rome, the census was 


into Committee of the Whole on the state of the | The book in which was entered the enumera- 
Tnion. 
Othe SPEAKER said, that the motion to refer || ‘‘ Liber Census.” 
the resolution had changed its position in respect i The word census, also denoted the worth of an 
tothe order of business, and that, if the House |; individual’s estate, upon which was founded some 
should now go into committee, the resolution || privilege. Thus ‘‘ Census Senatorius’’ meant 
would come up as the unfinished business of the | 
morning hour. ; 
The question was then taken on the motion of || Cesar was raised to 1,200 0U0 sesterces. 
Mr. Tuompson, and was decided in the affirm- || 
ative. knight, and was rated at 400,000 sesterces. An 
individual was termed a census when worth 100,000 
sesterces, The ‘‘census,’’ without any other 
|| title, was considered a citizen of the first class, and 
i so down through other classes, of which the num- 
And the committee proceeded to the considera- || ber increased with the diminution of wealth. Cen- 
tion of the special order of the day, being the bill ,| 848 Ecclesia Romana, was the annual contribution 
from the Senate, entitled ** An act to provide for || paid by the sovereign princes of Europe to the 
the taking of the Seventh Census of the United |; Bee of Rome. ; ‘ys 
States.” ‘| ‘These facts, connected with the origin of the term 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said he |’ “census,” show it to have been used, although in | 
presumed that, as a matter of course, the bill would || Connection with the numbering of the people, yet 
first be read through. || as expressive of the idea of the wealth or estates of 


The CHAIRMAN directed the Clerk to read 


THE CENSUS. ! 
So the House resolved itself into Committee || 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Tuompson of Mississippi, in the Chair.) 


I} os : ae H 
‘| tion and profession of individuals, was termed | 


The census of 1800 was somewhat more minute. 
The name of the county, parish, township, town, 


| or city where the families resided, was given; 
'} names of heads of families, designation of the 


| sexes; the number under ten years of age; the 
| number of sixteen and under twenty-six years; 


the estate of a Senator, which was at first rated || 
|| at 800,000 sesterces. The amount under Augustus || 


Census Equester distinguished the patrimony of a || 


and the number of twenty-six and under forty-five, 
and of forty-five and upwards. 

In 1810 the same kind of census was taken. 

In 1220 the enumeration and classification of 
ages was the same as in the preceding census. 
To this, however, was added “ foreigners not nat- 
uralized,”? and “an account of the manufactures, 
except household manufactures.” 

In 1830 the enumeration classified the ages 


|| under periods of five years up to twenty years, 
| and then in periods of ten years up to one hun- 
| dred; the number of deaf, dumb, and blind, with 


a classification of their ages up to twenty-five; 
also the number of foreigners not naturalized. 

In 1840 the census consisted of an enumeration, 
with a classification of ages, as in 1830, and an-> 


| enumeration of the deaf, dumb, blind, insane, and 


the people; and, when strictly applied, as indicaung || 


idiotic, distinguishing those who were a public 


the bill. 
Mr. JONES moved that the reading of the bill | 
through be dispensed with, and that it be read by | 


sections only. 


The CHAIRMAN said unanimous consent | 


would be required for the adoption of that course. | 

Mr. JONES said he could see no necessity for 
the reading of the bill. 

No objection having been made, the bill was 
ordered to be read by sections only. 

The first section was read, as follows: [The 
brackets indicate the parts of the section which 
the Committee on the Judicary of the House pro- 
pose to strike out from the Senate biil, and the 
ialics indicate the amendments which the same | 
committee propose to insert:} 
1—Or THe Duties, LIaBiLitirs, AND COMPENSATION OF 

Marsua.s. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Con, assembled, That 
the marshals of the several districts of the United States, 
including the District of Columbia and the Territories, are 
hereby required respectively to cause all the inhabitants to 
be enumerated, and to collect all the other statistical inform- 
ation within their respective districts, in the manner p0- 
vided for in this act, and specified in the instrnctions which 
shall be given by the Secretary of the Interior, and in the 
tables anuexed, and to return the same to the said Secretary | 
on or before the first day of November next ensuing, omit- 





laxed: [also, the statisties of agriculture when the annual | 
product of the farm is not equal to one hundred and fifty | 
dollars; also, the statistics of other productive industry, 
Where the annual product of the establishment, exclusive 
of domestic manufactures in families, is not equal to five 
hundred dollars ;} also, at the discretion of said Secretary, 
any part or all the statistics of the Territories except those 
of population: Provided, however, If the time assigned for 


making the returns shall prove inadequate for the Territo- || The numberof houses is also given. 


nes, the said Secretary may extend the same: Pro 
further, If there be any district or territory of the Uni 


States in which there is no marshal of the United States, || 88 in France, with this difference: in this country | 

shall appoint some suitable person to dis- | the place of birth and religious persuasion, but 
| not the occupation, is given. The census is decen- 
| nial. A bulletin is left with each family to be 
Mr. Srernens, of Georgia, and the | filled up, and is called for in eight days, accom- | 


i 
| 


the President 


charge the duties assigned by this act to marshals. 
Some conversation followed on a point of order. 


between 
Cuar. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, then took 
floor. He said: 


Mr. Cuainman: I may be allowed in the outset 
to remark, that this-bill—a sort of interlude in the 
great contest of the day—contains nothing of the 


| 
| 
| 


i} 
i} 
| 


tng from the enumeration of the inhabitants Indians not || 


| 


‘ragic interest that surrounds the question that has | 


the wealth of the country. '| charge; also the census of all revolutionary pen- 

The first census taken amongst modern nations — sioners were taken; also such statistics in relation 
was that of Sweden, by officers designated as the | to ** mines, agriculture, commerce, manufactures, 
** talle commission of Sweden,” in 1749. The great | and schools, as will exhibit a full view of the pur- 
Linneus formed one of the ‘‘ commission” which || suits, industry, education, and resources of the 
was the ‘centre of the machinery”? for collecting || country.”” The inquiries to be put by the assistant 
the accurate and well-adjusted statistics of human || marshals under the instructions given for taking 
life, for which the country has long been distin- || the census under this act, amounted to something 
guished. The returns were made by the clergy || like four hundred. This led to numerous mis- 
in obedience to an act of the Diet, once in five | takes and errors. 
years. Annual returns were made of births, || ‘The present bill proposes to take the census of 
deaths, and marriages; month of death; disease | the inhabitants, with their names, ages, occupa- 
oceasioning the same, and the number of the des- || tions, and pursuits; the slave population, with 
titute. It was not till 1835 that information was | their ages and owners’ names; the deaf, dumb, 
obtained concerning the agriculture, live stock, as || (lind, insane, pauper or convicts, of the whites; 
also the number of deaf, dumb, blind, insane and || and the deaf, dumb, blind, insane or idiotic, of the 
idiotic persons. || slave population; the products of agriculture; the 

In Prussia, the census is taken triennially by || products of industry or manufactures; local statia- 
the local police, and relates particularly to police i) tics, consisting of the aggregate value of real estate 
and education. A return is made of the married || in each township, city, ward, county, or parish; 
and single, male and female; also, of all the | so of personal estate; also the number of churches, 
members of religious denominations. These sta- || with their capacity as to size, number of mem- 
tistics are transmitted to a statistical department || bers, value of church property, and denomination; 
of the Government, but are not published for the || number of colleges and schools, their rank or kind; 
benefit of the people. It is for the use of the || number of professors, teachers, scholars, and value 
Government alone. | of property; number of librafies and of volumes; 

In Saxony, the inquiries extend to sexes, ages, | number of newspapers, and periodicals, and cir- 
married, and unmarried. | culation; ulso the statistics of mortality for the year 

In France, the first enumeration was made in || ending ist June, 1850, with the name, age, color, 
1801, and again in 1806, but was discontinued || sex, and domestic condition, place of birth, the 
until 1821, since which time they have been made || month of death, profession, occupation, or trade, 
every five years. The name of each person is | and the cause of the death of the deceased. The 
given, with their title, possession, and occupation, || information thus proposed to be gathered, or sta- 
the precise age, and their domestic condition. |‘ tistics taken, will be in a much more consolidated 
| form than any heretofore taken, occupying but 
| one hundred and seventeen interrogatories in all, 
| with six schedules; while that of 1840 propounded 
‘| in all over four hundred interrogatories, and re- 
|| quired ten schedules, some of which were of enor- 
|| mous size. 

The bill, as proposed to be amended by the 
Judiciary Committee, alters that of the-Senate in 
curac || many particulars, the more minute of which will 

In Sardinia, nearly the same practice exists in i be best understood as they are read, and need not 
taking the census as in Belgium. || be alluded to now. You will recollect that the act 

In Denmark the » 8ex, domestic condition, 1 of the last session of Congress established a Census 
occupation, and number of dependents, are given. | Board, and required them to prepare and print 

In Great Britain, the census contains an enume- | necessary schedales and blanks for the taking the 


In Belgium, nearly the same course is adopted 


panying which, precise instructions to insure ac- | 
in filling up, are given. i} 











census, with statistical and other information. 
‘That Board, in pursuance of that act, have con- | 
tracted for, and have actually printed, seven hun- 











dred reams of schedules. [Here Mr. T. read the 
act of 1849.) These schedules the committee of 
the Senate entirely disregarded as to order as well 
as to some of the inquiries. The committee prefer 
reinstating, or rather adopting, with slight altera- | 
tions, the blanks of the census board, prepared and 
orinted in pursuance of the act just named. I will 
yere take the og yrange of saying, that for the | 
objects intended, | think nothing could surpass, in ‘| 
conciseness and fullness of the schedules they have 
presented. They ascertain the information direct- 
ed to be obtained by the act named, in a condensed || 
and satisfactory form, with a sufficient minutia 
for any purpose whetever. If it be the intention 
of Congress to take statistical information, no 
alteration could beneficially be made. 

The first schedule we report is the same as that 
of the Senate committee; this relates to the free 
inhabitants, with a column of deaf, dumb, insane, 
idiotic, or pauper. The only remark | will make i 
as to this schedule is, that it is now important, as 
the basis of legislation, that this last class of per- 
sons should be ascertained. It is said and be- 
lieved, that Europe is pouring out upon our shores 
the paupers that eeull be, and should be, a charge | 
upon themselves; that they are disposed to make |, 
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small; and when taken will exhibit the state of 
the country in regard to religion, education, and its 


| aggregate wealth. In this no change occurs as to | 
the work of the Board, but materially changes the | 


schedule of the Senate, as will be seen on com- 


| parison, and will exhibit, 1 think, the decided 


advantage the one now recommended has over it. 


|, In the Senate schedule the ‘‘ deaf, dumb, blind,” | 
| &c., is inserted in this schedule, although the same | 


thing is in the first schedule. 
Schedule six, which I shall designate as the 


| schedule of ** mortality,” will show the number of 
| deaths, with the regiderce, name, age, place of birth, 


occupation, and disease producing death. This is 


| the same as the Senate and the Board. A gentle- 


man near me objecis to this on account of the ex- 


pense. What will it be?—two cents for each per- | 


son!—two hundred thousand would only amount 


to $4,000, and the information is important in a | 


national point of view, and unusually so to the 


|| people of the country. Why, sir, it will contrast 


the health of the sections of country, and the effect 
of pursuits on health. It may immediately or 
remotely affect the prices of public lands, and cer- 
tainly the military and naval stations. It is im- 


portant. These, sir, are some of the differences | 
between the Senate Committee and that of the | 
House. By adopting the report we now offer, its | 





pril 23, 


| much time to take them, and the expense will be || of the Treasury estimates it at $150,000, This i 
is 


a small additional expense whe 
|| the cost of onumatlie 3 Compared wit 
l am quite aware, sir, that a difference 
oe will exist as - taking these statisti 
the power as well as the expense of takj 
It wilt be asked, for what pnentees wit on. 
, taken, if taken at all? I might answer ao 
inquiry by asking whether every interest of . 
country is not more or less affected by the ge , 
|| eral policy of the Government? fs it not a . 
ant, therefore, to know as nearly as possible a 
interests of the whole country, when it beco = 
| duty of the General Government to make 
with foreign powers, or tariffs for the collection o¢ 
| revenue? The great increase of one agricultural 
| product alone has produced vast changes jn the 
policy of the Government within the last 4j 
years, and may perhaps produce greater stii|_| 
refer to the increase of the growth of cotton, ls 
it not important to know exactly its extent? | 
might ask if the superabundant production of 
breadstuffs of this country has not wrought q 
great change in our commercial policy within the 
last three or four years? No one present at the 
passage of the last tariff act can deny it. The 
tobacco trade also has occupied not only the at. 
| tention of the statesman, but the diplomatist, re. 
cently to a great extent. If my memory serves 


of Opin. 


Mes the 
treaties 





ourcountry the receptacle of their paupers—a great || accordance with the work of the Census Board will | me right, the great desideratum in the Zol Verein 
almshouse for their benefit. Legislation has been || save all the blanks already printed, being, as I || treaty was the introduction of this agricultural 


solicited to prevent this, and a bill is already on || 
our files for the purpose. By this schedule the 
birth-place of every person is given, and by this || 


have remarked, about seven hundred reams. 
The committee have made some other important 
alterations in the bill. They have preserved the 


|| product on more favorable terms than formerly, 
|| If important enough to occupy the attention of 
|| the Government and its agents, should we not 


means it will be settled from whence they came. || Senate bill whenever it suited the machinery of || know its extent and amount? How many anx. 


This schedule proposes to take the names of every 
person, as in France 
A Memper. This could not be done in years. || 
Mr. T, I beg the honorable gentleman to re- || 
flect that all our census schedules heretofore, re- || 
quired the age and sex of the population, and I | 
would like to know what additional time it will || 
take to write the name of the person inquired for? || 
if he reflects, it will not take a moment longer. 
The second schedule regards the slave popula- | 
tion. In this one, the Judiciary Committee differ || 
but little from the Senate committee. The age, | 
sex, and color, and whether deaf, dumb, insane, or || 
idiotic, and have added two columns in regard to 
‘fugitives from the State,” and ‘the number 
manumitted.’’ Should it be the pleasure of the 
House to retain it, a further amendment, by con- | 
fining the inquiry to the last year, must be made. 
The names of the slave owners are to be given, 
and it will not only show who owns slaves in the 
South, but also may show some owners in Con- | 

necticut, some, perhaps, in Massachusetts, some 

in New York, and some, but very few, in Penn- 
syivania, as she was the first to abolish slavery, | | 
believe, in the Union. 
The third schedule, ‘* Products of Agriculture,”? | 
the committee reports the schedule of the census 
board. The changes of the Senate, it seemed to 
the committee, were not for the better. ‘They had 
** pounds of cotton,”’ and this schedule has ** bales | 
of four hundred pounds each;”’ they had ** pounds || 
of silk,’’ the schedule we adopt has “ pounds of || 

cecoons,’’ and the silk is found in the next sched- 
ule amonget the ‘products of industry.’’ The | 
cocoons is an agricultural product, and the silk a | 
manufacture. So peunds of * cane sugar’’ is in- | 
serted in place of “ hogsheads of one thousand | 
| 





pounds each.” The “return of butter and cheese 
sold” is introduced by the Senate; we recommend | 
that it be ‘* butter and cheese produced,” if it be | 
desirable to ascertain the amount made. The || 
Judiciary Committee have two columns for short | 
crops. It will be seen that this schedule is easily 
filled up—the inquiries easily made. On the same 
subject and * manufactures,”’ the census bill of 
1840 propounded two hundred and fifteen inter- 
rogatories, While the present bill accomplishes the — 
same in sixty-four interrogatories. i 
The fourth schedule, ‘* Products of Industry,”’ | 
is the same with that of the Senate and census 
board. | 
Schedule five relates to social statistics. This || 
will ascertain the aggregate value of real and per- | 
sonal estate and the amount of taxes assessed 
annually, This information will be obtained at — 
the public offices of the counties and parishes. || 
Schools, churches, newspapers, and libraries, are. || 
also taken; and as but few in comparison with | 


| the bill they propose; and wherever we propose to | 
|| strike out, the matter is included in brackets, and | 
where we insert, it is in italics, as the printed bill | 


will show. 


We have reported an amendment to the mode || 
| of compensating the assistant marshals. The | 
Senate bill proposes to pay the assistant two cents | 
| per person enumerated, and ten cents per mile 
| for travel. This to be ascertained by mu 


tiplying 
the square root of the number of dwelling-houses, 


|| by the square root of the number of square miles 
in each assistant’s district. I am not disposed to | 
say that this might not ascertain pretty exactly | 
the mileage, but it is very objectionable, I think. 
_ It would, in the first place, give mileage in cities, 
_which we think not necessary, if the compen- 


sation of $2 per hundred is allowed. Again, al- 


| though a very ordinary arithmetician could tell the 


square root of simple numbers, as 2=4;—4—16; 


| 5=25;—6—36, and so on to 100, yet it becomes a | 


difficult calculation as the figures of the squares 


| increase. It seemed to the committee unneces- 
| sary; and I must say for myself, without the 


slightest disrespect to the inventor of this mode, 
that it looks a little pedantic. 
We prefer to strike this out and allow $1 25 


‘per 100 in cities above 5,000 inhabitants, $1 75 


where the population exceeds 75 to the square mile; 


| when less than that number and over 50 inhabit- | 
ants, $2 25; less than 50 and over 25, $2 50; less | 


than 25 and more than 10, $3 50; less than ten and 
more than 5, $4 50; and under 5 to be allowed a 


| fair compensation. For each agricultural estab- 


lishment to be allowed 10 cents; each manufac- 
turing establishment 15 cents. [| must hasten on, 
however. The inquiry suggests itself, how much 
will all this cost?) The Secretary of the Treasury 
estimates it to cost, exclusive of the appropriation 


_ of $10,000 heretofore made, the sum of $1,116,000. 
| This, sir, isa large sum, but does not equal the 


increase of population and territory over that of 
the last census. The whole cost of the census of 
1840 was something over $900,000. I believe the 
estimate of the Secretary of the Treasury abun- 
dantly large for the purposes of the act. That the 
expenses are larger now than then, may be account- 
ed for from the fact that we have annexed Texas, 
acquired Oregon, California, and New Mexico— 
an empire in extent—being an addition of a mil- 


| lion of miles in extent. 


By far the largest portion of this sum will be 
expended in taking the enumeration of the people. 
I have made a calculation of the cost of statistics 


under this bill, and increased the number of agri- 


culturists and manufacturers in my calculation in 
proportion to the supposed increase of population 
over the last census, and I think they will not add 
to the enumeration of population an expense of 
more than the sum of $107,000. The Secretary 


| ious hours have not the best of our statesmen 
| bestowed upon the iron interests of our country? 
And for what prosperity it has ever had, the coun- 
| try isindebted to its friends here. Sir, we should 
know its extent and condition. The information 
may teach us that we have legislated without suf- 
ficient regard to its preservation and the interests 
| of the country. I think and hope that this census 
|| may convince my friend, (Mr. Bayty,) the chair. 
'| man of the Ways and Means, that something is 
| due to the iron interest more than it has received at 
our hands. If it shows the contrary, we will 
| notask it. But let us know its extent and con- 
|| dition. Manufacturers: This is a word I have 
|| heard uttered here as indicating something to 
|| be avoided. Well, sir, they may have too 
|} much profit, or they may have too little. | 
|| advance no opinion on that subject, nor will this 
|| bill ascertain that; but it is important we should 
|| know their extent, amount of products, and capi- 
tal. Where large interests may be affected, di- 
| rectly affected by legislation, we want all the light 
| that can be had, and these statistics will afford the 
| 
| 
| 


means of approximating truth for the next ten 

years. Sir, if these are interests that we may 

affect by legislation, then there can be no doubt, I 
| think, that as incident thereto, we can call for and 
collect information in regard to them. | think 
no constitutional difficulty interposes itself. Until 
these interests cease to have vitality in the legisla- 
| tive mind, their situation is important. 

But, sir, in another aspect these statistics may be 
important to correct legislation, now or at some 
future day. Inthe upheavings and revolutions in 
the world, it may become necessary that we shall 
have to rely on direct taxation to support Govern- 
ment. This has occurred three times in fifty-two 
years—in 1798, 1813, and 1815. To equalize 
such taxation, you must know the relative wealth, 
productiveness, and industry of the several sections 
of the country. I hope this may not soon occur. 
But changes are constantly going on; we can 
hardly anticipate in regard to nations, as we can- 

not in relation to individuals, what to-morrow may 
bring forth. And, sir, changes in the science 
| of government may be expected, as well as in 
mechanics; we must be prepared for proposed 
| changes, and be ready to receive or reject them. 
| This only can be the case when we fully under 
stand our interests. 1 should not have ad verted to 
this subject so fully, had I not been aware thatob- 
jections such as I am endeavoring to combat, were 
the predicate, upon which my excellent friend and 
able colleague on the committee [Mr. Miva] 
proposes to offer his substitute, to restrict the cen- 
'| sus to the enumeration of the people alone. This, 
|| if successful, | think would be unfortunate, and 
|| not justified on the grounds on which he will prob- 
\, ably seek to place it. 


| 
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nigh te real affected by your legislation 
oF an to the public domain, but | will not de- i] 
= committee longer at this time; 1 will not i} 
=. te objections. I hope that the amendment || 
101icpe by the committee to this section may: be 

ut before I sit down, I may be allowed | 

. express the hope that no discussion on general 

sects will take place on this bill. The Consti- 
© requires the census to be taken once in 

” ears. ‘Chis constitutional injunction is 
every ten ys é Jt. 

“ oolied with if began within ten years, or begun 

comp 

ie frst of June next. We have but little time 
ue to prepare for such commencement. It 
yould require a ton @ day of schedules, instruc- 
sons, ec, to be sent out through the mails to sup- | 
viy the marshals, and then they are to transmit | 
ipem to their deputies. I hope the House will act | 
geedily and promptly on this subject. “4 

‘Mr. MILLER. 1 propose to offer a substi- | 
wie for the bill which has been reported by the 
committee. I will not, at present, enter into a) 
minute examination of the details of the measure; 
but | beg leave to call the attention of the commit- | 
we to a few of the points upon which I cannot 
wree with the committee by whom this bill was 
reported. The bill as reported by the committee 
provides for the taking of the enumeration of the | 
invabitants of the United States, under the clause | 
of the Constitution which requires that the census | 
shall be taken every ten years; and I propose to 
read to the committee that clause of the Constitu- 
ion upon which the bill is predicated. It is in| 
these words: 

«Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned 
qnong the several States which may be included within this 
Union, according to their respective numbers, which shall 
be determined by adding to the whole number of free per- 
sons, including those bound to service for a term of years, 
and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other per- 
ons. The actual enumeration shall be made within three 
years after the first meeting of the Congress of the Cnited | 
Sates, and within every subsequent term of ten years, in | 
such manner as they shall by law direct.”’ i 

Under this clause of the Constitution the com- 

mittee have reported a bill providing for taking an 
enumeration of the inhabitants, as required by the 
Constitution. But, sir, they have gone further; 
they have imposed upon the officers whose duty it 
is to take this enumeration, a duty far exceeding 
that of enumerating the inhabitants; they have re- 
quired them to discharge other duties, going into 
all the various businesses and pursuits of the peo- 
ple of this country, and requiring them to make 
returns of various statistics, which I maintain is 
not within the scope of the duty that was contem- 
plated to be imposed upon the persons designated 
to take the census, I deny, sir, that under the 
Constitution Congress has a right to prescribe and | 
impose other duties upon the officers appointed to | 
take the census than those which strictly appertain | 
to the enumeration of the inhabitagts. The lan- |) 
guage of the Constitution is clear, it is plain, there | 
is fo misunderstanding it. It requires an enumer-- 
auon of the inhabitants to be made every ten years. 
There it stops; and I care not what may be the | 
value of the information sought to be obtained; it 
isenough for me to know that the Constitution 
limits: the duty that is to be performed, and we 
have no right to go beyond that limit. Therefore, [ 
say, | care not what the value of the information 
may be; [ am not going to inquire into its value; I 
am wholly indifferent as to that point, because our || 
duties being restricted in regard to this matter, we || 
have no right to go beyond them, or to exceed the | 
limitation thus imposed, It is out duty to step at | 
that limitation, but the gentlemen of the commit- | 
tee have not stopped there. 

The first bill that was passed for taking the cen- 
sus does not go beyond the enumeration of the | 
inhabitants, as prescribed by the Constitution, nor 
does the second, nor, in fact, any of the bills that | 
Were subsequently passed for thie purpose, until 


t, also, that the agricultural in- | 
| 
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sdopted. 
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i 
you come down to 1840, with the exception of the 
bill of 1820, which proposed to exceed the limits | 
prescribed by the Constitution, but Congress re- 

} 


fused to sanction it, and its provisions were 
changed. The bill of 1830 does nothing more 
than carry out the provisions of the Constitution. 
lo 1840, forthe first time, this thing was intro- | 


duced, and it is now.a question whether the policy || for collecting the statistical information, and that || forms as may be necess 
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tution. Gentlemen who rely upon precedent should 
undoubtedly vote against the bill reported by the | 
committee. | 
But | have various objections to the bill besides | 
those which I have enumerated. In the first place | 
it imposes upon the deputy marshals duties 
which it is impossible for them to perform within 
the time required. It will be impracticable to pro- | 
cure the information which you seek to obtain, | 
and the attempt to procure it must necessarily re- | 
sult in a failure. You will have conjectural state- | 
ments in the place of correct information. But, | 
sir, as I remarked before, | care not whether the | 
information be.correct or whether it be incorrect; | 
it is alike immaterial to me, because I conceive | 
that we have no power to enter into the inquiry at | 
all. But what is the object that is proposed to be | 
obtained by it? Of what benefit will it be? The | 
honorable chairman of the committee says, that | 
the object is to exhibit the resources of the coun- 
try; to place before the people of this country in- 
formation as to the resources of the country, and 
the peculiar productions of the various portions of 
the country, as in the case of Kentucky and some 


other States which are largely engaged in the busi- 


ness of raising tobacco. 

Now, I havea word to say in reply to this, and 
it is, that if it be of advantage to those States to 
possess Statistical information in regard to these 
matters, they have the power to procure it; they | 
ean do it, and they will do it, if they consider it | 





desirable. They certainly possess the power and 
the means to obtain this information, and they 
will obtain it if they suppose it will be of advan- 
tage to them todo so: And, sir, they can do it at 
mach less cost than it can be done as proposed, 
and without constitutional authority, by this bill. 


| ‘The gentleman says that, according to the estinate || 
| of the Secretary of the Treasury, the expense will || 


be $1,116,000. Whether this estimate includes | 
the printing, in addition to the printing of the 
schedules, 1 do not know. I haveno doubt, how- 
ever, that it will fall far below the actual cost. But 
how much of this sum of $1,116,000 is necessary 
for the mere purpose of taking an enumeration of 
the inhabitants? It must be apparent to the com- | 


it 


Sil 


pensation for the enumeration in order to supply 
the deficiency of compensation in the case of the 
statistics. Now I repeat, and I believe the gentle- 
| man will not question the correctness of the state- 
| ment, that the mere taking of the enumeration is 

not more than one-sixth of the labor that is im- 
| posed on the marshals, by requiring them to col- 











| 
| 


lect these statistics, There are forty or fifty ques- 
tions, at least, to be asked by the marshals in con- 
nection with this statistical information, and the 
answers to be recorded. This will in some cases 
occupy the greater part of an hour, and if the mar- 
shals were to receive no other compensation for 
| this part of their duty than that specifically pro- 
sonal by the committee, they would not be com- 
| pensated. If you estimate the expense of taking the 
| enumeration smply, you will find that $600,000 
|is a liberal compensation. Yet it appears by 


j 
} 
| 


| the estimate submitted by the committee, that the 


| sum of $1,116,000 will be required at the very com- 
| mencement of the work. And, in my judgment, 


| it will be found to bea very great errgr to suppose 


| that the work can be accomplished for that sum in 
| the manner proposed. More than halfa million of 
| dollars, then, will be expended in procuring statis- 
tical information. 
What does the gentleman tell you? He says 
| that you must collect materials to aid you in future 
legislation. Sir, when all these materials shal! 
| have been obtained, under your instructions to the 
| marshals, embracing fifty or sixty subjects of 
inquiry; when you have collected all this variety 
of matter, of what utility will it be? It is all un- 
| necessary. If you carry out the whole of this 
| complicated machinery, it will not advance the in- 
terests of the country one iota, 

Another objection that | have to this bill is, that 
it imposes a fine upon the citizens of the United 
States who may refuse or neglect to give the 
| deputy marshals the required information. Sir, 
| Tsay yoti have no pee to impose a fine upon 

the citizens of the United States for a refusal to 
answer any of these questions. I know that un- 
| der the census bill of 1840, the deputy marshals 
were in the habit of commencing suits against 
those who would not answer the questions; but it 





mittee that this sum is altogether too large for the | 
purpose of taking an enumeration of the inhabit- 
ants. But, sir, if the gentleman does not 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, interpos- 
ing. With the permission of the gentleman | will 
expiain. It is estimated by the Secretary of the 





wiil be, in round numbers, about $150,090. 

Mr. MILLER. The gentleman is grossly'mis- | 
taken in his estimate, if he makes no difference 
between the cost of taking the enumeration of the 


inhabitants alone, and taking the statistics in addi- | 


tion to the enumeration. | can tell the gentleman 
that the cost of procuring the statistics will, of 
itself, exceed half a million of dollars. And if you 
will compare the substitute which | have offered 
with the bill reported by the committee, you will 
find that the difference in point of expense will be 
more than half a million of dollars. What does 
the gentleman propose that the marshals shall be 
required todo? It will be perceived that the enu- 
meration of the people is nota sixth part of the 
duty that is imposed upon them. Does he pro- 
pose that they shall be required to discharge the 
residue of these duties, without paying them for 
it? Notatall. The bill provides additional com- 
pensation, in view of the additional labor required 
at the hands of the marshals; in other words, it is 
proposed to give them more than a fair compensa- 
tiow for taking the enumeration, in consideration 
of the additional duty that is imposed upon them. 
That is the way in which the result is to be ar- 
rived at. 

Mr, THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, stated the 


amount of compensation proposed to be allowed to | 
the marshais upon the various items of statistical | 


information, for the purpose of showing that the 
expense of collecting that information would not 
exceed $107,000; and contended that no additional 
time would be consumed. 

Mr. MILLER. There appearsto be a disparity 
betwéen the amount of compensation to be allowed 


|| that amount. 


was an undue assumption of power, By under- 
taking to impose fines, you do what you have no 
right todo. The answering of the questions is a 
voluntary matter entirely, and it ought to be so 
| regarded in the provisions of the bill, instead of 


|| making citizens liable to suits at law in the event 
Treasury that the cost of procuring the statistics, || 
independent of the enumeration of the inhabitants, |) 


of refusal to answer. I say you have no power 
to compel tnem to answer, . 
The gentleman says that the expense of pro- 
curing this statistical information will not exceed 
$107,000. But what does he propose to do in this 
| bill? He proposes to increase the patronage of 
the Government of the United States almost to 
He proposes to invest an officer of 
| this Government with unlimited power in the ap- 
|| pointment of clerks, Why, sir, the Secretary of 
|| the Treasury, in order to carry out the provisions 
\| of the bill, would be compelled te appoint some 
|| forty or fifty clerks, Sir, lam unwilling to vest 
|| this extraordinary poe in the hand of any of 
'| the departments of this Government. If there 
| were no other objections to the bill, this alone 
| would be sufficient. But again: the gentleman 
| did not take into his estimate the very large amount 
! of additional printing that will be necessary. 
||} Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania. 1 have 
|| estimated for the additional clerks $20,000; and for 
|| the printing $200,000. 
|| Mr. MILLER. The gentleman’s estimate fulls 
|| far short of the sum that will be required whep 
|| you come to employ twenty, or thirty, or perhaps 
}| forty clerks for two years. It cannot be done, sir, 
| Tor that amount; and if you make a fair estimate 
| of the additional compensation to be given to the 
marshals—the increased compensation to be given 
to them in consequence of these additional duties 
that are imposed on them, for additional clerks 
|| and for the printing, you will find that you will 
|| have added to the whole expense over half a mil- 
|| lion of dollars. 
i The gentleman has read the act of the last ses- 
|| sion of Congress, which requires the Board of 
| Census to pgepare and cause to be printed such 
for the enumeration of 








then introduced should become the permanent || allowed for taking the enumeration. The com- | the inhabitants of the United States, and also for 


Policy of the Government, or whether we should H 
abandon it and return to the original policy, that | 
which is sanctioned and prescribed by the Consti- |} 


sation is not pro 
fab 


rtionate to the amount of 
bor required in each case respectively. And the 
committee have been compelled to increase the com- 





|, obtaining certain statistical information. But, sir, 
|| the act does not authorize the Census Board to do 
\| more than to prepare and cause to be printed, with 
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a view to their being submitted to Congress, such | separate columns were to be stated the ‘ age,”’ | after it was obtained? It would 


forms as might be considered proper to be adopted ; 


not that they should cause to be printed all the | 


forms that were necessary to be used, but only a 
lan of forms, or schedules proper to be adopted; 
But the board have taken it upon themselves to 
order the printing of a large quantity. They have 
done so without authority; and they now ask us 
to adopt the forms which they have thus, without 
authority, caused to be printed. And, sir, your 
committee have reported a bill which does not 
adopt those schedules 
I will not detain the committee by any protracted 
observations in regard to the details of this bill. I 
have adverted to the principal objections which I 
have to the bill as reported by the committee, and 
I repeat that, in consequence of those objections, 
I cannot, under any circumstances, support the bill 
which the committee have reported. 
the objections that I have stated to be wholly in- 


| sex,” “* color—white, black, or mulatto”— “free 
oi slave,” ** married or widowed,” “place of 
|| birth,’’ “* the month in which the person died,”’ 
|| “ the profession, occupation, or trade,” * the dis- 
1 ease or cause of death.’? Now this information 
|| might be desirable to some gentlemen on this floor 
1 


and to some persons in the country, but he asked 
every gentleman here ~hciice they got the legitimate 
power to collect it? The Constitation of the Uni- 
| ted States gave to Congress the power to take an 


|| enumeration of the people of the United States; 
| 


| 
i 


} 


| tionment and direct taxes. Both these depended 
|| upon numbers alone. They had no right to send 
| pire,’’ as the gentleman from Pennsylvania, he be- 
lieved, had called it; but, thank God, this coun- 


i} 


I consider || try was no empire yet. 
| “Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, intérpos- | 


superable, | care not how important the informa- ] ing, (and the floor being yielded) said, without 
tion ar be, so long as the want of power is || rising to dispute with the gentleman about this 


clearly demonstrated, as it is in this instance. 


|| expression, he had not used it. The information 


What is the object of procuring this statistical || to which the gentleman from Georgia was now 


information which is only to be obtained at the ex- 
pense of half a million of dollars? Is it to be pro- 


|| referring, he would state, might be usefal as show- 
|| ing the contrast between the health of the different 


cured for the purpose of forming a basis for future || sections of the country; it might also have an effect 


legistation? If that be the object, I have only to 
say, that its collection had better be omitted. 


There is such a thing as danger of legis'ating too || 


much, and it is an error which we are most prone 
to fall into. Therefore it is, that I should be 
rather disposed to keep out the information. We 
do not want it. If you propose to make it a pre- 
text for further legislation, we had better be without 
it; we have too much legislation already. Sir, I 
regard it as an unnecessary expenditure of half a 
million of dollars. and [ am, therefore, utterly op- 
posed to it, IT offer the substitute. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman ray offer | 
his aubstitate now, but it will not be in order to | 


act upon it until the amendments to the bill shall 
have been disposed of, 


Mr. WENTWORTH said that the true issue 
before the committee was, whether this information 


should be obtained or not. He was in favor of | 
having the fullest information, not only upon | 


points contemplated in the bill, but upon others 
which he intended at the proper time to indicate. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, remarked that || 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Mriver,] had said | 


most of what he had intended to say. The 
amendment which he had intended to offer came 


in before the amendment of the Committee on the | 


Judiciary, and proposed to strike out (commencing 
on the 6th line) the words ** and to collect all the 


other statistical information within their respect- | 


ive districts, in the manner provided for in the 
act, and specified in the instructions which shall 
be giveu by the Secretary of the Interior, ard in 
the tables annexed.’? The motion of which the 
gentieman from Ohio had given notice, to strike 
out the whole bill and insert a substitute therefor, 
if agreed to, would accomplish the purpose which 


he (Mr. S.) had in view. It was therefore unne- | 


cessary for him to offer his amendment. 


|| upon the increased or diminished price of the pub- 
|| lic lands to be sold. 

Mr. STEPHENS (resuming) said he did not in- 
|| tend to go into an argument with the gentleman as 
|| to the objects which individuals might have for in- 
|| formation, such as this bill, as reported, sought. 


|| But he asked if this was one of the objects for || 


| which this Government was formed? The action 


| of the Government should always be confined to || 


those objects. That was the point he made. 
| Could they, as legislators, as the Congress of the 
|| United States, appropriate the public treasure for 
any other objects than those which came within 
the range of the powers conferred upon them b 
|| the Constitution? There might be many individ- 
|| uals in the country who would be glad to see a 
| great deal of the information which this bill pro- 
|| posed to collect. It might be of value to the 
| scientific world; it might contribute to improve- 
ments; he knew the value of such statistical reports. 
Bot this was not the proper, the just way to obtain 
| these collections of statistics. This was a matter 
which belonged exclusively to each State. 

He called upon the House to maintain the prin- 
ciple of keeping the Government within its proper 
‘| and legitimate sphere. We had heard much re- 
| cently of the prospect of the dissolution of this 
|, Union. It would be well for the members of this 
| House whp were friendly to the permanent union 

of these States, to recollect that it could be main- 


|| tained only upon principle, and by confining it to || 


| the objects for which the Union was formed. The 
|| union of-these States was endangered by nothing 
|, more than by diverting and directing it to other 


|| their powers. Those objects were enumerated 
|| and specified in the Constitution. He asked, to 
| carry out which one of these powers was such 
|| information as this bill contemplated desirable or 


He did not intend, at this time, to enter into any || necessary? Would the gentleman who had re- 


general discussion of this bill, but wished barely to 


| ported this bill inform him under what clause of 





enter his protest against anything contained in it 
other than a provision for an enumeration of the | 
inhabitants of the United States. 
Congress could not properly, under that clause of 
the Constitution, go any further. He thought the | 
position taken by the gentleman from Ohio was con- | 
clusive, The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. | 
Tuompson} had argued that thie statistical inform- | 
ation was a matter of great importance; the gentle- 
man from Illinois |[Mr. Wentwortn] had also 
taken the same position. It was enough for him 
(Mr. 8.) © know, that those objects were not 
amongst the objects for which the Constitution was 
formed. He asserted the principle, which no man 
could deny, that this Government had no more pow- 
er than the British Government, or any other for- 
eign Government had, to appropriate the public 
money and send out their agents to collect much of 
the information which was proposed by this bill to 
be obtained. He did not intend to go through all 
the provisions of the bill, but he wished to call the 
attention of thecommittee to one. He found by re- 
ference to schedule six, that it was proposed to take 
the ‘* name of every person who died daring the 
year ending Ist of June, 1850, whose usual 
place of abode was in this family,’’ and then in 


*‘ number of members,”’ ** value of church prop- 





| the Constitution he got the power to appropriate 


' 


_the money of the people of this country to seek 


He held that such information? Thegentleman said the inform- 


ation was desirable; but he asked where was 
| the power which authorized the Government to 
collect it 2. 





] He could call the attention of the committee to 


| many other matters embraced in these schedules. 
| He would turn for a moment to schedule five. lt 
| was there proposed to collect in every ‘‘ town, 
| city, ward, county, or parish,”’ in separate col- 
| umas, the “* aggregate value of real estate,’’ * ag 
gregate value of persopal estate,” ‘a a 
| amount of taxes annually assessed,’ ** number of 
religious denominations,” ‘‘ number of sittings,” 


erty,”? &c. Would it not require time, labor, and 
expense, he asked, to get this information, dis- 
| connected entirely as it was from the enumeration 
of the people? Could Congress, disconnected from 
| the business of taking an enumeration of the peo- 
| ple, employ their agents to go into all parts of the 
country to get information as to the value of 
church property, the number of denominations, 
their respective number of members? To what 
legitimate uses could they apply such information 





and for specific objects. These were for appor- | 


forth their messengers throughout this vast *‘ em- || 


|| objects than those contemplated in the charter of || 


April 24 


| abuse of a power. Such tote Dest be but 


ressi . 
|| could not be defended on principle. Sctlon 
| Mr. Par Pennsylv 
| sing, and the floor being yielded 
authority Congress had = ton ‘he Mg 

maintain a National Observatory, to author)? 
Exploring aaa and to purchase Wash; ve 
ton’s Farewell Address? The latter 
lieved tie gentleman from Geo 
| advocated, and he believed had sanctioned b 2 
| vote nearly if not all the others? The ethitn m 
| from Georgia defended his votes for them, he (Me 


ania, (inte 


hing. 
er object he 
rgia had warm 


_T.) supposed, on the ground that they furnish 
information oe to inform the legislator i 
| (Mr. T.) defended this bill on the same grou 1 
|| These statistics were necessary to inform the lens 
| lator; and whatever was necessary for this oe 
|| pose was an incident to their powers unde; th 
| Constitution. . 
| Mr. STEPHENS (resuming) said the gentle. 
| man from Pennsylvania answered his question |, 
| pointing to various acts of Congress. This i. 
| considered as equivalent to yielding on the part of 
| the gentleman from Pennsylvania. When he jp. 
quired for a power or authority for Congress to do 
anything, he thought it much more to the point 
to direct attention to the Constitution than to acts 
| of Congress. He however would not follow the 
example of the gentleman in this particular. He 
would tell him where he derived authority for qi) 
the acts of Congress which ever had or ever would 
get his sanction and approval. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. ee where 
Congress got the power to establish a National 
|| Observatory.”? Perhaps the gentleman meant 
|| the ** Depét of Charts.”” He (Mr. S.) believed tha 
_was the name given in the statute book to this 
| observatory. This wasa part of the indirect policy 
of the gentleman’s party. This observatory had 
at first been recommended by high authority, 
| It was then by the gentleman’s party thought to 
_ be unconstitutional, and rejected. It was not for 
him (Mr. S.) to defend the principles upon which 
|| it was at first recommended; nor had he to detend 
| or explain any of his votes in relation to it. He 
| could be said to be neither its friend or advocate, 
| nor itsenemy. Hecertainly had not voted for its 
| establishment either as an observatory ora ‘ Dept 
| of Charts,’’ yet he took occasion to say, that such 
| a vote would have been defensible upon principles 
clearly constitutional. By the Constitution, Con- 
| gress had express powerto “ provide and main- 
| taina navy.” The observations and calculations 
_ made at the observatory were of great importance, 
| if not essential to the preservation and safety of 
that navy when floating upon distant and danger- 
ous seas. As to the Exploring Expedition, he had 
only to say again, that certainly the gentleman 
|, would not pretend to say that he had ever advo- 
|| cated that measure, particularly the late explora- 
tion or survey@f the ‘* Dead Sea.”” But even if 
|| he had advocated such a measure, he should not 


have put his vote upon the ground of affording or 





| 
} 


furnishing information to the legislator. He should 

think it would be much more defensible to say, 

that it was legitimate and proper, in order to as- 

certain new channels of communications—new 

and safer avenues of trade, by which not only our 
| navy, but our commerce with the world might be 
| the better promoted and protected. The trade 
| and commerce of the country which is borne 
| upon every ocean, is under the exclusive con- 

trol of Congress. For the purchase of Wash- 
| ington’s Farewell Address he (Mr. S.) did vote; 
|| but ifot for the purpose of presating informa- 
|| tion for the legislator—though that might be a 
| legitimate object of appropriation in some cases. 
| Sach might the case in judicious appropria- 
tions for the library. Such was the case in all sur- 
veys ordered to be made by the topographical 
corps. But no such appropriation would be jus- 
tifiable unless the information, when obtained, 
could be used for some legitimate and proper 
purpose. Now, the question in this case was, what 
constitutional use could Co make of these 
statistics when obtained? What can you do with 
the amount of the church property when you get 
it all accurately set forth ? In schedule number three 
in this bill he noticed that the assistant marshals 
were to take a list of “every owner, agent, oF 
| manager of a farm—number of acres improved— 
number unimproved—cash value of farm,’ with di- 
vers other matters, in all amounting to fifty-one 
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i rate objects. Now, suppose this’ 
janet pean be accurately obtained, to 
, use could Congress apply it? Hedid not 
a to say that such information might not be 
wa and valuable to the community; but many 
oe matters might be equally useful, over 
ich Congress, on this ground, has no control. 
rvymon schools and general education were high- 
iy useful, and almost invaluable; and yet Con- 
ses has no power to take jurisdiction over these 
abject; they are reserved to the Stafes. His 
sien on this subject was this, that the action 
‘the General Government, which was limited in 
, rs, ought to be confined to such objects 
iis powers, OUBDE ag J 
set forth in the Constitution. All po®ers 
ry to carry into effect those that were ex- 
ly granted also followed. If it were neces- 
ary to get information to execute properly and 
asily one of the specific objects of the Govern- 
nent, the information ought to be obtained. 

But under this idea of procuring information, 
he held it to be clear that no information could 
be got which, after being obtained, could not be 
ysed in any proper or constitutional way by the 
General Government. } 

Mr. 8. said, in conclusion, that he did not intend 
to argue this question further. He barely rose, as 
he said, to enter his protest against the whole of the | 
hil except so far as it provided for the enumeration 
of the population of the United States, according to 
the provisions of the Constitution. All the Consti- 
tution authorized was, an_enumeration of the in- 
habitants, and that was all he should vote for. 

Mr. McLANE said _ he had listened with some 
siiention to the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
SrerHENS,] and he quite agreed with the gentle- 
man in his objections to the bill, so far as it au- 
thorized the marshals. to enter into the domestic 
loss of the people—to inquire and report as to the 
diseases of their children. So far as these questions 
looked to the domestic affairs of the people, they 
might be regarded as impertinent and irrelevant 
questions, and he would be very sorry to see them 
finally enacted. 

But he regretted to see the opposition to this bill 
laced upon the ground that the census of the 
Cited States was to be taken solely as the basis 
of representation. If the object of taking the cen- 
sus were confined merely to fixing a ratio of rep- 
resentation, he could quite agree with the gentle- 
man from Georgia and the gentleman from Ohio 
that the powers of Congress would be confined to 
a simple ‘enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
United States. But the Constitution provided in 
express terms that the capitation tax—the diréct 
lax upon property—should be laid in proportion 
to the census as ‘* herein before directed to be 
ken.” Now, the gentleman from Georgia could 
not suppose that the Congress of the United States 
would be obliged to. take a census every time they 
meant to lay a direct tax. Surely in the interim, 
between the regular periods of taking the census, 
the gentleman could not conclude that Congress 
must be delayed until they could take a census all 
over the United States before they could levy a | 
direct tax. Nor could the honorable gentleman | 
require the Federal Government to go down to | 
any State authorities, to invoke their assistance, | 
and appeal to their statistics, their appraisements. | 
To be sure Congress had to do that during the | 
war with Great Britain, and we all know how in- 
tficient that mode of collecting direct taxes had 
proved. He submitted to his friend from Georgia 
that the true issue for them to make on this bill | 
was, that it go no further than to embrace the 
fullest possible reports of the property of the coun- 
(ry concerning every branch of trade and industry, 
everything that contributed to the property, that 
constituted the wealth of the nation—all that we 
should have; for that Congress should not depend 
upon the States; for that the General Government | 


as were 
















p should have its own appraisement. For one, he | 


very much regretted that the time was so limited | 
&s not to allow of perfecting the bill. He quite | 
agreed with the gentleman from Ohio that this cen- | 
sus would be a very imperfect appraisement. He | 
rusted it would be more perfect than that of 1840. | 

hat was bad, detestably bad. That census was | 
full of falsehoods; as far es bag the southern 
and western States it was little better than guesses, | 
than rough estimates. But that was an argument 
why we should take care that our present census 
should be a fair, a just appraisement of the pro- 
ductions and property of the country. 
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Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania ere: 
ing, and the floor being yielded) said, that in Eng- 
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made their annual reports. From whom were the 
deputy marshals to get this information as to the 





land they took the whole census with very minute || number of churches, the number of their mem- 
statistics—all in one day; and that here this bill || bers, &c.? Were they to inquire ofevery man to 


provided that no assistant marshal should have | 
more than twenty thousand inhabitants, and as | 


what church he belonged? or should they hantup 
the pastors of the different churches? He re- 


much less as the marshal should see fit to give || peated that it was impossible for the Government, 


him with a view to make it complete within the | 


time. The assistant marshals might have dis- 

ten thousand, or twenty thousand inhabitants. 
Mr. McLANE (resuming) said he would not 

further prolong his remarks than to read the ar- 


ticle of the Constitution on this subject, to which || 


he wished to call the attention of the chairman 
of the Judiciary Committee, [Mr. Tuomrson, of 
Pennsylvania,} and of gentlemen present. It was 
as follows: 


“No capitation or other direct tax shall be laid, unless | 
in proportion to the census or enumeration hereinbefore {| 
directed to be taken.”’ i 

| 
| 


Now he submitted that if this were a provis- 
ion authorizing a capitation tax alone, then the 
argument would be good that the powers of Con- 
gress, under the former clause of the Constitution 
providing for an er&meration, should be confined 
to an enumeration of the people. But inasmuch 
as this clause provided for a direct tax, to be laid 
upon the property according to the census “ here- 
inbefore directed to be taken,” it must be suffi- 
ciently full, it must be such a census, such an 
enumeration as would enable Congress not only 


vide an assessment, an appraisement, upon which 
the direct tax itself should be levied. To do so, 
he submitted, was a constitutional exercise of 
power. 


Taxation and representation are both based upon 
the enumeration. ‘The enumeration for taxation 
was taken with a view of knowing how much 

roperty there was, not the number of people. 
The ‘States were required to pay their quota ac- 
cording to their population irrespective of their 
wealth. Different States of equal population, but 
very different wealth, would have by direct tax- 
ation to raise the same amount of money. 


to be levied upon a State had relation to its repre 
sentation, but when the tax itself came to be 


to fix the quota of the different States according to | 
their numbers, but it should go further, and pro- | 


Mr. STEPHENS, (the floor being yielded.) || 
a 


Mr. McLANE (resuming) said that was strictly | 
true so far as the proportion of taxes which was | 


under its authority, to obtain the information in as 


|| correct and authentic a form as that in which it 
tricts comprising three thousand, six thousand, | 


was furnished in the annual reports of the churches 
|| themselves. But of what use to the Government 
|, woald theinformation be after it was obtained? For 
|| all governmental purposes, it would be of no use 
whatever, It might satisfy the idle curiosity, or 
|| the rational curiosity if they pleased, of a large 
number of people, but was it information which 
was to be collected and paid for by the Govern- 
|, ment of the United States? In all probability, the 
information obtained would be incorrect, and of 
less value than that furnished by the different 
churches gratuitously. He objected especially to 
_ this clause of the bill. He believed it to be en- 
| tirely unnecessary, ard thought it should be 
|| stricken out. 
|| Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, (Mr. H. 
|| yielding for explanation,) said, a very slight com- 
|| pensation was to be allowed for this information. 
|| There were perhaps three or four churches in each 
|| town, and it would be no trouble to ee the 
|| statistics concerning them. He was asked per- 
| haps the more important question, of what use 
|| this information would be? His general answer 
would be, that it was information. He would 
further state to the honorable gentleman from 
|| Georgia, that as republicans, we gloried in the fact 
| that religion flourished in oar country unsustained 
|| by the law, as it was in the Old World. Its basis 
|| was the voluntary contributions of the people. It 
rested upon this rock. The information was worth 
something. 
|| Another point. The gentleman would allow 
him to say that the number of churches might 
|| fairly be presumed to have some influence upon 
| the education and wealth of the people. The bill 
| pat all the social statistics together, relative to 
|| schools, colleges, churches, newspapers, &c, 
| Surely this was most important information. 
Mr. HARALSON inquired how the marshals 
would get the information relative to the churches? 
Mr. "THOMPSON replied, of the church ses- 
| sion, the warden, or minister himself, whoever 


i 





I} 

levied, an appraisement was necessary. i 
‘Mr.STEPHENS. By nomeans. There have || 

been several cases where direct taxation has been 
resorted to, and in no one of them was there an || 
appraisement made of the property. | 
r. McLANE (resuming) said he ventured to || 

go one step beyond the point made by the gentle- | 
man from Georgia, and to maintain that after the 1 
quantum had been fixed which each State should || 
pay, then the tax should be levied upon the prop- || 
erty ascertained by the federal assessment to exist. || 
He submitted to the gentleman from Georgia that | 
such an assessment might properly be provided 
for in a census bill. He would agree that that 


which had relation to other powers of Congress | 
than the taxing power and the power to appor- | 
tion representation, thongh it was by many con- | 
tended that these matters might be introduced into 
this bill. He desired to confine this bill to matters 
which referred directly and immediately to the 
power to apportion representation, and to lay the 


| 
matter should be introduced into the census bill, | 
' 
} 


had charge of the church. 
Mr. HARALSON replied that it would be dif- 


| ficult to obtain the information, and when ob- 


tained, it would be less accurate than that supplied 
by the annual rep rts of the churches, ‘hey had 
better have no information at all than incorrect 
information, which would but be sure to misguide 
them in their action. 

But there were other provisions of the bill to 
which he objected. He concurred with the gen- 
tleman from Ohio (Mr. Mitrer] and with bia 
colleague, [Mr. Srernens,] that they were carry- 
ing this thing altogether to an extreme, and were 
making the census bill an omnium gatherum, a col- 
lection of everything, and in many cases of ineor- 
rect information, which only tended to lead them 
into error and confusion. He objected to this bill 


| in all its parts, except in so far as it provided for 


an enumeration of the inhabitants of the United 
States, with a view to fixing their representation 
upon it. 

Mr. VINTON said that the Constitution re- 
quired a census to be taken for particular pur- 


direct tax both upon property and upon individu- 
als, as provided for in the Constitution. 
Mr. HARALSON said that for his own inform- 


|| poses, which were enumerated in that instrument; 
| but he claimed that if there were no such provision 
|in the Constitution, the Government would un- 








ation, he desired to make certain inquiries of the 
chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary. He 
concurred in very many of the remarks made by 


| 


dou!tedly possess the power, not only of niet 
an enumeration of the inhabitants of the Unite 


|| States, but of collecting statistics relative to all the 


his colleague, (Mr. Srernens,] and he thought || interests of the country—its property, and its 


very mary of the points in this bill objectionable, || social and moral condition. 


especially that providing for inquiring into social 
relations, and collecting social statistics. He no- 


If no provision were 
contained in the Constitution of the United States, 
requiring a census to be taken, and the represent- 


ticed that there were five questions to be answered | ation to be adjusted according to that census, he 


in reference to the churches, viz: The number of 
churches, the number of each of the different 
denominations, the number of sittings, the number 
of members, and the value of church property. 
Now, it was very unnecessary for Congress to 
attempt by its census agents to collect this informa- 
tion. They could get it ina more authentic form, 
more certainly correctly from the different 
denominations of Christians themselves, who 





held that the provisions of the Constitution, au- 
thorizing Congress to declare war, to regulate com- 
merce with foreign nations and among the several 
States, and authorizing the President and Senate 
to make treaties with foreign nations, taken in 
connection with that provision granting to the 
Congress of the United States the power to 
make all laws necessary and proper for carrying 
these expressly delegated powers into execution, 
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would constitute ample authority for Congress to 
provide not only for taking an enumeration 
of the people, but for collecting statistics in regard 
to their property, their intellectual, social, and 
moral condition, and whatever constituted the re- 
sources of the country. Could any gentleman 
doubt that the single power given to this Gov- 
ernment to declare war, and carry on war, when 
it was known that the property of the country, 
its commerce, its manufactures, its social con- 
dition, were the very sinews of war, and as im- 
portant as the population itself, would neceasarily 
carry with it the incidental power of Congress to 
take an enumeration of the people, to ascertain 
their strength, not only as regarded numbers, but 
as regarded property and all the other means that 
would be necessary to prosecute war. And when 
the Congress of this Union possessed the power 
to regulate commerce with foreign nations, and 
among the several States, did it not necessarily 
follow that, in order to legislate properly upon 
this great subject, they had the right to know 
what the subjects were upon which they were 
to act? The Constitution granted the power 
to make treaties with foreign nations, and it 
was ‘of all considerations the most important in 
making. treaties, in regulating our intercourse with 
other nations, that we should know what our own 
commerce, our own resources were. ‘These, of 
all other thinzs, were most properly to be taken 
into consideration before we ventured into any 
arrangement with foreign nations. Unless Con- 
gress had the power to obtain this information, 
how could they properly discharge those high 
duties and trusts committed to them by the Consti- 
tution? It was true, as he had said, that Con- 
gress was required to provide for taking the census 
for the purpose of apportioning representation, 
but if there were no such provision in the Consti- 
tution, he held that, in order to enable Congress and 
the Executive Department to execute the duty of 
regulating commerce, making treaties, and the other 
duties to which he had referred, there was an abun- 
dant implied power to obtain the information essen- 
tial to guide them in their action. The commercial 
power, the war power, the currency power, the 
power to coin money, and regulate the value there- 
of, all carried with them the incidental powers 
which it was proposed to exercise under this bill. 
The exercise of the power to coin money and reg- 
ulate the value thereof, a3 a matter of course, was 
connected with a just appreciation and knowledge 
of the value of the property of the country; that 
knowledge was necessary to enable them to deter- 
mine the amoun of currency which the wants of 
the country required. This whole argument 
against the constitutional power of Congress to 
pass this bill, proceeded upon the idea that they 
were to legislate in the dark, that they were to 
exercise these great powers, and bring about these 
great results, without having in their possession 
the information necessary to guide their action. 
He held that there could be no doubt of the power 
of this Government to go into an examination of 
the property of this country, and of its whole 
moral, social, and political condition, even if there 
were no such express provision of the Constitu- 
tion as that under which they were now legisla- 
ting. 

Mr. ROOT moved that the committee rise. 

The motion having been agreed to— 

The committee rose and reported progress. 

And the House adjourned. 








PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented ander the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


Ry Vr. ROSE: The petition of James Richmond, Augua- 
tus Gibbs, and 70 others, citizens of Livouia, Livingston 
county, New York, praying for the repeal ot all laws enacted 
by Congress in favor of slavery and. the slave trade in the 
District of Columbia, or the removal of the capital to a free 
Suite. 

By Mr. HEBARD: The petition of John 8. Marey and 103 
others, praying that slavery and the slave trade may be pro- 
hibited in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of Leonard Fisk and 58 others, praying 
for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Joseph C. Aspinwall and 37 others, 
asking for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Noah Saffud and 108 others, praying 
for the same object. 

Also, the petinon of Josiah H. Phelps and 203 others, ask- 
ing for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Josiah H. Phelps and 203 others, 
praying that all laws enacted or adopted by Congress by 


| 
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which slavery is sanctioned in the District of Columbia, may 
be repealed, or the seat of. Government be removed. 

Also, the petition of Joseph C. Aspinwall and 37 others, 
praying for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Leonard Fisk and 58 others, praying 
for the same object. 

Also, the petition of John 8. Marcy and 103 others, pray- 
ing that alleged fugitives from service may be allowed a trial 
by jury. 

Also, the petition of of Joseph C. Aspinwall and 35 others, 
asking the same object. 

Also, the petition of Leonard Fisk and 58 others, praying 
for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Jonathan Kinny and 103 others, for 
the same object. 

Also, the petition of Josiah H. Phelps and 203 others, for 
the same object. 

Also, the petition of Josiah H. Phelps and 203 others, 
praying that no -tate may hereafter be admitted into the 
Union, uniess slavery be prohibited within its limits. 

Also, the petition of Joseph C. Aspinwall and 35 others, 
praying for the same object. 

Also, the petition of John 8. Marcy and 103 others, pray- 
ing for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Leonard Fisk and 37 others, for the 
same object. 

Also, the petition of James D. Butler and 10 others, ask- 
ing for a uniform rate of postage of two cents per half 
ounce On prepaid letters. All of said petitioners residing 
in the State of Vermont. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of Lucius Street, and 
56 others, citizens and electors of Barre, Orleans county, 
New York, against the admission @f any more slave States 
into the Union. 

Also, the petition of citizens and electors of Barre, Or 
leans county, New York, to secure to alleged fugitives the 
right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of citizens and electors of Barre, Or- 
leans county New York, tor the repeal of all laws enacted 
or adopted by Congress for the support of slavery in the 
District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of citizens and electors of Barre, Or- 
leans county, New York, for the establishment of freedom 
in the territories of the United States. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Isaxe Stearns, Morti- 
mer Blake, and 100 others, citizens and legal voters of 
Manstield, Massachusetts, praying that no State he hereafter 
admitted into the Union, uniess the constitution of such 
State prohibit the existence of slavery therein. 

Also, the petition of Isaac Stearns, Mortimer Blake, and 
100 others, citizens and legal voters of Mansfield, Massachu- 
setts, praying that slavery and the slave trade may be pro- 
hibited by act of Congress, in ail the territories of the 
United States. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of George Hazlep and 
others, citizens of Gustavus, Olio, praying Congress to se- 
cure a jury trial to persons .laimed as fugitive slaves. 

Also, the petition of Kichard King and others, citizens of 
Gustavus, Ohio, praying the repeal of all laws authorizing 
or sanctioning slavery and the slave trade in the city otf 
Washington or District of Columbia, and if not repealed, 
that the seat of Government be removed to some more suit- 
able place. 

Al-o, the petition of Lewis B. Bradly and others, citizens 
of Gustavus, Ohio, prayi, g Congress to admit no State here- 
after into the Union, unless slavery is expressly prohibited 
in its constitution. 

Also, the petition of John 'T. Logan and others, citizens of 
Gustavus, Obio, praying that slavery and the slave trade be 
expressly prohibited in territories ot the United States. 

By Mr. FITCH: Four severat petitions of citizens of 
Franklin township, Kosciusko county, indiana, asking the 
repeal of all laws adopted or enacted by Congress, recognizing 
slavery or the slave trade in the Distict of Columbia; or 
that the seai of Government be removed; that no State be 
hereatter admitted into the Union, uniess the constitution 
of such State prohibit slavery ; that tue right of wial by jury 
be granted tw fugitive slaves; that slavery and the siave 
trade be prohibited in the United States territories. 

By Mr. GERRY: The petition of Asa Leach, of Kenne- 
bunk, Maine, for a pension. 

Also, the petition of Frederick Green, and 29 others, of 


| the town of Saco, Mae, for the reduction of the present 
rate of postage. 


By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of Wil- 
liam Taylor, and 100 others, citizens of Lawrence county, 
Pennsylvania, praying for a grant of land to the officers and 


| soldiers that served a tour of duty in the warof 1812. 


Also, aresoluuion of the Legistature of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, relative to the promotion of agriculture, and re- 
commending the passage of an act creating a national Board 
of Agriculture. 


By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of Rev. B. N. Paine 


| and 51 others, citizens of the towuship of Tuscola, Saganaw 


county, Michigan, praytug that noe State may be hereafter 
admitted into the Unton unless slavery is expressly pro- 
hibited in its constitution, 

Also, the petition of D, Harrison and 51 others, citizens 
of the same township, praying that slavery and the sjave 
trade may be expressly prohibited by act of Congress in all 
the territories of the United States. 

Also, a petition from the same persons, praying that a 
trial by jury may be granted to persons claiined as fugitive 


| Slaves. 


Also, a petition from the same persons, praying for the 
repeal of all laws which sanction slavery or the slave trade 
in the District of Coiumbia. 

By Mr. BENNETT; ‘The petition of citizens of Chenango 
county, New York, to abolish slavery in the District of Co- 
luinbia, 

Also, of the same, to prohibit slavery in the territories 

Also, of the same, not to admit any new slave States. 

Also, of the same, to secure to alleged (ugitives from ser- 


| vice a trial by jury. 


By Mr. CHANDLER: The memorial of the National In- 
stitute, asking for aid to preserve and exhibit for publi- 
benefit its rich and rare collection, and that the institute be 
invested with the care and preservation of the collection of 


the United States Exploring Expediti ; . 
tain its separate and neural ceeanee $0 that it may 
By Mr. SIBLEY: The petition of Joby Ca 
compensation as acting assistant Commissary of ee ii 
"IRene, 


and acting assistant quartermaster ‘ort Craw, : 
consin. . Fort Crawford, w,. 


Also, the memorial of the people of M 


for an appropriation for the survey of the Mj 
fixsix 
above the Palls of St. Anthon ‘paratory ee Pel Kiver 
sae. Y> Preparatory to its LUD prove. 


By Mr. HARLAN: The petition of . 
son, and 119 others, of the aiaeee of Med R. Dicken. 
of Indiana, praying « reduction in the price of = the Stat 
age to two or three cents, and the abolition of th Paid pox: 
privilege. “We frankins 

nie inilictpniaenaaii 


IN SENATE. 

e Wepnespay, 4pril 24, 1850. 

Mr. WALES presented a petition of citizen. of 
Newcastle county, in Delaware, remonstras,. 
against the admission of any new State into ung 
Union whose constitution tolerates slavery, - 

The memorial, said the honorable Senator 
signed by nine persons, who are members of the 
Society of Friends. They are all known to iad. 
and in a letter which accompanied their Shieeeia’ 
they say that they wish it to. be distinctly ner 
stood, that they are occupied in no abolition moys. 
ment. 

The memorial was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. COOPER a nine memorials fron 
citizens of Pennsylvania, numerously signed peg 
ing a revision of the tariff of 1846, and the icin. 
sition of specific duties, with a discrimination in 
favor of iron, coal, and other articles of Amerioy, 
manufacture; which were referred to the Comm. 
tee on Finance. 

Also, three petitions from citizens of Pittsbypoh 
in the same State, asking that appropriations nigy 
be made for the erection of a custom-house at th: 
a which were referred to the Committee », 

inance. 

Also, a memorial from merchants and other ci). 
zens of the State of Pennsylvania, asking the eon. 
struction of a harbor at Reedy Island, in the De. 
aware river; which was referred to the Commitee 
on Commerce. 

Also, a memorial from citizens of Lawrence 
county, in the State of Pennsylvania, strongly 
urging Congress to grant bounty lands to the off- 
cers and soldiers of the last war with Great Bri. 
ain; which was referred to the Committee on Mi- 
itary Affairs. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Adams county, 
Pennsylvania, asking a reduction of the rate of 
postage; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Pennsylvania, 
asking the corstruction of a ship canal around the 
falls of St. Mary, and the improvement of the 
navigation of the Omonagan river; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a petition from George Horn, asking that 
a patent may be issued to him for a tract of land 
which he has occupied and improved, near the city 
of Sacramento, in California; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Crawford 
county, Pennsylvania, asking that no State may 
hereafter be admitted into the Union whose cov- 
stitution does not expressly prohibit slavery 
within its limits; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 


innesotg territory 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the resolution of the Senate 
of the 27th February last, directing an inquiry 
into the expediency of granting to the widow or 
heirs of David Linn, a soldier in the war of 1512, 
five years half-pay, asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the same which was 
concurred in. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill to create the 
office of surveyor general of the public lands i" 
Oregon, and to provide for the sarvey of those 
lands, and make donations to the settlers thereo!, 
reported back the same with sundry amendmen's, 
which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the documents relating © 
the claim of Daniel D. T. Benedict, for ceria 
pay and allowances, made an adverse report 0 
the same; which was ordered tobe printed. 

Mr. BUTLER asked the Senate to indulge hia 
for a moment in taking up the bill to regulate the 
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attorneys of the circuit and district courts of 
United States, and for other purposes, his 
simply to propose certain amend- 


and 


The motion having been agreed to— 

Mr. BUTLER submitted a substitute for the 
bill for the purpose of moving that it be printed. 

The motion was agreed to, and then the further 
consideration of the bill was postponed to a future 
day: 

. GOLD COINAGE. 

The Senate, on motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 
roceeded to the consideration of the following 
resolution, which he submitted yesterday: . 
That the Committee on Finance be instructed 
measures it may be most expedient to 
and inerease the gold coinage of the United 


Resolved, 


to inquire what 
adopt to facilitate 


no WEBSTER. Mr. President, there are 
som 


mit to the consideration of the Senate. 

It is known, sir, that, by an existing law re- 
specting the mint of the United States, a million 
of dollars in coin may be placed, and is usually 
placed, in the mint, under the direction of the Sec- 


bu 





|| Government. 


e important facts connected with the subject to || 
which that resolution relates, which I propose to || 


ia ——— 
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has produced, and tends still further to produce, 
considerable inconvenience. I suppose, sir, that 
instead of $2,000,000, which the bill now in the 
hands of the committee proposes to have in the 
mint, to be exchanged for bullion, that the sum 
might very safely and appropriately, in the present 
pe ree Vf the "“Sreuetty, be cnteaded to F000, 
000; because that would leave $5,000,000 subject 
to the draft of the Treasury. The bullion should be 
coined atthe mint. I suppose, sir, that in the pres- 
ent state of things, $5,000,000 or $6,000,000 in spe- 
cie, subject to the draft of the Treasury, would be 


| enough to answer the current emergency of the 


Now, my object is to draw the at- 


_ tention of the Senate, and especially of the Com- 


| that this accumulation of bullion in the mint should 


retary of the Treasury, to be exchanged for bullion, || 


in order to carry on the process of coining without 


delay or loss of time. There has been found lat- | 


terly no small degree of inconvenience arising from 


the 


ner to be inconvenient, considering the quantity of 
bullion and gold dust now in the mint. Some time 


slow operation of the mint, or from other | tion to the subject, and when he shall return that 


causes, delaying the progress of coinage in a man- | 


aoa bill came to this house from the other, au- | 


thorizing an augmentation of the sum to be kept in 


the mint for the purposes of exchange, of from one | 


to two millions. The bill was here referred to the 
Committee on Finance, and has not yet been re- 
sorted from that Committee. I have understood, 
sir, that there was some objection, but I think not 
very considerable, and easily removed. Nothing, 
thus far, has been done in the Senate upon that 
bill. 

So much, sir, for what has been proposed in Con- 


gress. But the whole subject is a great deal | 


broader. 
arenow received from week to week, and from 
month to month, from California and other sour- 


mittee on Finance, to this important matter. I 
think it is of much importance to our whole Atlan- 
tic coast, and especially to our commercial cities, 


be avoided. It has two tendencies which should 
be avoided; one is, to invite the sending of that 
bullion to be coined in England; the other is, to 
accumulate as much bullion in the mint, together 
with the coined money in the Treasury of the Gov- 
ernment, as will, taken together, produce very con- 
siderable inconvenience in the mercantile opera- 
tions of the country. 

The honorable member from New York, who 
is chairman of the Committee on Finance, is now 
absent on the service of the Senate. I hope the 
other members of the committee will turn their at- 


| they lose no time in recommending some measures 


| the attention of the Senate. 


It is known that great quantities of gold || 


to prevent the further increase of this evil. 

Mr. DOWNS. Iam glad the honorable Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts has brought this subject to 
[t is a matter in which 
the country is very deeply interested. I shal! not 
now speak of the situation of the mint generally, 
but of that important branch of it situated in New 
Orleans. Not only am I sensible of all the evils 
and disadvantages which the Senator has depicted 
as arising from the present state of coinage in the 
United States, but there are some facts connected 
with the mint at New Orleans which | wish to 
speak of in particular. ‘This branch mint in New 
Orleans is one of great importance, in consequence 
of the great amount of gold which js landed there, 


| and I think prompt action on the part of Congress 


ces, and that this gold dustand bullion is very likely || 
to be sent to England for coinage, on account of | 


the time consumed here before the bullion delivered || of the mint, is needed than the extraordinary fact 


to the mint can be redelivered to the owner in the | 


shape of coin. It is known, sir, in the commer- 


cial world, that several instances have occurred | 


where, upon the shipment of California gold to 


England, the parties have been enabled to obtain | 


a credit for the amount with the Bank of England 


livery of the bullion at Liverpool; and large | 
amounts of bullion, as I learn from those well ac- 
quainted with the subject, are now beginning to be | 


ordered directly from Chagres to England, for the 
purpose of being converted into coin speedily. 
Many of our traders to California have given di- 
rections to that effect, to send the gold dust when it 
comes to Chagres directly to England. The ex- 
pense of sendin gold to England 1s supposed to be 


necessary in regard to the subject. No stronger 
proof of the defect of the law, as it now exists, 
and of the difficulty of carrying on the operations 


| that at this very time, when office seeking is so 


about one per cent.; and this is less than the amount || 


of the loss by loss of interest to the party during the 
period in which the bullion remains uncoined in the 


mint of the United States. The mint does not seem | 


to be competent, in the present supply of gold, to 
convert it into coin with any considerable degree 
of promptitade. I do not blame the operators of 


the mint or the managers, but there seems to bean | 


incompetent provision. I find, sir, by looking at 
the returns for the year ending the last of February 
or first of March, that there has been an accumula- 
tion of bullion in the mint of the United States to the 
amount of between $6,000,000 and $7,000,000. The 
last two months, March and April, will carry that 


amount up to $7,000,000, and I have a letter before || 
me from a person well acquainted with the sub- | 
ject, who thinks there can be hardly less than | 


8,000,000 of bullion now in the mint. 
to this, sir, it has been considered that there is 
etween eight and nine, probably close upon 
$9,000,000 coined money in the Treasury and As- 
sistant Treasuries of the United States. Here, then, 


the commercial uses of the country altogether. So 





_common, there has been very great difficulty in 
getting individuals who are competent to fill the || 


most important office in the mint at New Orleans— 
that of treasurer or assistant treasurer. It has 


ere : | been exceedingly difficult, and 1 do not know that | 
within twenty-four hours after the arrival and de- || 


the Governmeit has even now accomplished it, and 
secured the services of a man who is competent to 
fill that office. So far from having removed any 
person from office there, the incumbent gave notice 
some months ago of his intention to resign. The 
office was offered to several individuals, who would 
not accept it, because the salary was so totally in- 
adequate to the duties and the great responsibilities 
of that office. After some time the incumbent, 
having held the office as long as he considered con- 
venient, sent notice to the Government that from 
and after the first day of April he must close the 
office unless a successor should be appointed. A 
successor was not appointed and qualified in time. 
One was appointed, but, at the last account I had 
respecting the matter, he had not qualified legally 
to enter upon his official duties; and I fear there ts 
some doubt whether he will qualify under the law 
as it now exists. 

As the law now is, a bond of some $200,000 is 
required, and the responsibilities are very great in 


| consequence of the large amount of bullion depos- 


ited there. Notwithstanding this responsibility, 
creating the necessity of employing so many clerks 
and having to keep a set of books, and such vast 
sums of money, he is only paid the very small sal- 


| ary—smal!! anywhere, but especially so in our coun- 


In addition || try, where salaries for such services are all larger 


than in other pais of the United States—of $2,500. 
In addition to that, there is a difficulty about the 
mode of giving the bond. The law now requires 


|| that all securities of officers shall bind themselves 
are 17,000,000 of bullion and coin withdrawn from |} jointly and severally. Now, when a bondis large, 

| tis difficult to have it giveu in that way. For in- 
great an abstraction from the specie of the country || stance, where a bond is given to the amount of two 
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| 
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| increasing the salary there. 
| may be requisite also elsewhere; but certainly at 


| tion which is important to consider. 
now at New Orleans a sufficient force to carry on 
the necessary coinage. 


| circulation. 


| 


ee 














hundred thousand dollars, it is not #0 prudent fer 
the individual, nor so safe for the Government, to 
have it given jointly and severally. It would be 
much better for the individual and safer for the 
State to have the bond, instead of being given joint- 
ly and severally, so given that eaeh individual shall 
bind himself fora certain sum, not beyond what he 
is able to pay. I think this would be far better for 
the Government than to have a joint and several 
bond given by the whole. There is a great diffi- 
culty in getting a legal bond in this case, and the 
delegation from my State have felt so much inter- 


| est on this subject that the whole of them have been 
| pressing upon the officers of the Executive the im- 
| portance of reducing the amount of the bond if he 


felt authorized todo so. If it is not done, the mint, 


| which has been closed for some time, must con- 


tinue closed till Congress shal! act upon the sub- 
ject. 
There are not only these difficulties, but we have 


| no place for the deposite of the revenue collected 


there while the office remains closed. The law re- 
quires that receipts from the customs shall be de- 
posited there. A million of bullion is there which 
cannot be drawn out, because the former eceupant 
of the office has resigned and has locked up the 
door, and no one now has any business to meddle 
with it. I mention these facts that the committee 


| may perceive the importance of taking up this sub- 
| ject, and acting upon it with great promptness, and 


| hope they will also consider the importance of 
Perhaps the same 
New Orleans it is. There is another considera- 
There is not 


For instance, in the de- 
partment of assaying, though we have a gentleman 
there who is competent to do all that busmess when 
it is the ordinary business, now, when it is doubled, 
and perhaps quadrupled, it is impossible for him 
to do it fastenough. | would suggest whether it 
is net best to authorize the Secretary of the Treas- 


| ury to create such an additional force as is neces- 


sary to carry on the coinage more rapidly, that the 
bullion may not be kept thus locked up and out of 
[think the whole subject requires the 
early and prompt action of the committee. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, the subject to 
which the Senators from Massachusetis and Lou- 


| isiana have referred is one of great importance— 
| a subject which has yet only been partially sub- 


mitted to the Committee on Finance. So much 
as has been submitted to them has been already 


| considered; and the result of their labors will be 


seen by bills now on your tables—one for reliev- 
ing the mints from the surplus quantity of bullion 


| by increasing their number; and there has been 


reported a bill for the establishment of a mint in 
the city of New York. We have also had notice 
of an amendment to be offered to that bill for the 
purpose of establishing a mint in California, 
This, sir, would seem to be one of the readiest 
modes of diminishing the amount of bullion. The 
whole subject, should this resolution pass, will 
receive the earliest consideration and attention of 
the Committee on Finance. It is a matter, I 
know, in which the chairman, my friend from 
New York, [Mr. Dickinson,} who is now absent, 


| takes a very great interest; aud | am sure he will 


be very glad, immediately on his return, to call 
up the bill to establish a branch mint in New 
York. 

Sir, there are, I am aware, difficulties attending 
this subject; but | was not aware of the difficulties 
to which the honorable Senator from Louisiana 
alluded. I did not know that there was any in- 
sufficiency of salary, or any difficulty in obtaining 
persons to discharge the duties of the office for 
the compensation which is now given. If these 
difficulties have occurred, that, too, is a matter 
that will engage the attention of the committee. 

I understand—though not from official sources, 
from one who is well acquainted with the officers 
of the mint in Philadelphia—that there has been 
some peculiar difficulty in separating the alloy 
from the builion which ts brought from California; 
some peculiar chemical difficulties, which may 
perhaps account for the slowness with which it is 
coined. But this is a matter into which we have 
not yet inquired; and | have only to say, that I 
have no doubt that the Committee on Finance will 
take it into early and earnest consideration. 


Mr. COOPER. Mr. President, I have but a 








en a ae a 


word.to say on this subject. I have been in cor- 
respondence with a very well-informed gentleman 
in Philadelphia on the subject-matter of this reso- | 
lation; and that correspondence 1 shall take the | 











| whether any initiative meagures, looking ultimate- || Orleans some serious lessons 


| 
i 
; 
} 


liberty of handing to the Committee on Finance. | 
I shall not say a word in reference to that branch | 


of the subject which has been under discussion. 
But | desire to say a word in reference to the ca- 
pacity of the mint at Philadelphia to perform the 


| 
| 


work thatis necessary to be done. It is true, as the || 


honorable Senator from Virginia has remarked, that 
there has been some peculiar difficulty in separating 
the alloy from the gold. The mint has capacity 
te coin much more than is likely to be received 
from California or other quarters at any time. 
rangements are now being made which will greatly 


| 


Ar- | 


| newspaper report. 
|| pared, at this early day, to put into operation a 


ivcrease its capacity in that respect; and I will add | 
that in the assayer’s office, where the difficulty | 


has been which produces the delay, there is like- | 
wise means being taken to remedy the evil. From | 
this forward, or from a short period from now for- 
ward, the mint at Philadelphia will have the capa- 
city to coin at the rate of $3,5 0,000 a month, at | 
the least, as [am informed. And there is a com- 
munication now on the table of the Senate, or in | 


director of the mint there, which shows the capa- 


' branch mints. 


city of the mint to do all the coinage which will be |) 
required. Its capacity for this purpose is abundant, || 


} 
the hands of.the Committee on Printing, from the \ 

| 

| 


and more than abundant. 1 have stated this in | 


order that the Senate may know that there is no |. 


want of ability in the mint at Philadelphia to per- | 
form all the coinage that is necessary, or that will 


be necessary. \| 


The other branch of the subject referred to by | 
the honorable Senator from Massachusetts, as | | 
have remarked, has been treated of by a distin- | 
guished gentleman of Philadelphia, thoroughly 
informed upon the subject; and he takes precios 
in one respect, at least, the same view o remedy- 
ing the difficulty as to the quantity of coin that is 


locked up in the mintin the hands of the sub-trea- || 
sury, that he does. He suggests the same measure || 


of relief that he does; and f will take the liberty to | 
hand to the committee the letters. [ am sure they | 


are worthy of perusal, as they are from a practical |) 


man, who is every day engaged in commercial and || 


monetary transactions. 


Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, I concur en- 


tirely in all that bas been said as to the importance || 


of making provision for the prompt conversion of | 
bullion into coin at the different mints of the | 
United States. I only desire to add to what has | 
fallen from the Senator from Virginia, that the 
subject has received some consideration from the | 
Commitiee on Finance. A communication was | 
before that committee from the Superintendent of 
the mint, stating two defects, going to show the 
inadequacy of the mint in its present condition to 
do the work which is required. The steam ap- 
aratus, which has been very long in use, had 
Leotend deficient. It was necessary to have new 
boilers, which, in the present condition of the | 
building, could not be worked up to their capacity. 
A part of the structure was also so decayed by 
time that, although the boilers of the steam en- 
gine were in good working order, the structure 
was too weak to Sustain the pressure of the ap- 
aratus at its full power. 

Pillanse: in view of these circumstances, intro- | 





duced appropriations in the deficiency bill, which || 
has passed this body, and is now in the House of || 


Representatives, to remedy that evil; and I un- | 


derstand that, if these appropriations shall be ap- || 
ee to their object, the efficiency of the mint will ¢| 
» 


e so far increased that its capacity for coining | 
money will be increased a hundred fold. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Ido not intend to extend | 
my remarks on this subject. Gentlemen have 
spoken of the existing law as to deposits. But 
that is not now the important object to which the 
auention of the Senate has been called by my | 
resolution, I have no doubt that the evil com- 
plained of by the honorable member from Louisi- | 
aia requires remedy. The office is a high and | 
responsible one. e bonds are very heavy, and 
the salary is very small; but these are subjects | 
which will come very fairly within the consider- 
ation of the Committee on Finance, and I have 
not the least doubt that they will receive proper | 
consideration at the hands of that committee. 

Mr. MANGUM. I desire to learn from some 
member of the Committee on Finance, whether 
the subject has ever been considered in this aspect; 





i 


‘| be made in the banks. 
The Committee on || 








| any of these measures, | woul 


'from Missouri, that he will offer an amendment 
| to this bill establishing a branch mint in California. 


| understand that there is no sub-treasurer now in 
| New Orleans, nor any one who is willing to under- 


ly to the establishment of a branch mint in Cali- 
ornia, have been under consideration, so that, at 
least, the gold which is obtained from the mines in | 
California may be assayed there. 1 hope that that | 
will be taken into consideration when this question | 
comes up, in all its aspects and bearings, for the 
consideration of the committee. I apprehend, 
without knowing much about it, that it is the 
smaller holders of gold in California that are sub- 
jected to considerable loss. I have heard so from 
The Government is not pre- 


branch mint there; but cannot some preliminary 
measures be taken, by which gold can be assayed 
to a proper degree of fineness, marked in bullion, 
so that holders may not be imposed upon? Will it 
not be safer for transportation ? 

Originally, sir, | was one of the members of the 
Senate that went into the policy of establishing 
I thought that at New Orleans 
vastly important; and I have thought for years the 
establishment of a branch mint at New York was 


called for by the public convenience; but, while I || 


should feel well disposed to any measure matured 
by experience, before | should give my vote for 
d be very much 
gratified to hear of some mode by which the small 
holders of gold in California may not be subjected 
to losses, which, though small individually, yet, 
in the aggregate, make up a considerable sum. 
Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, the matter to 
which the Senator from North Carolina alludes, is 
one that will, of course, engage the attention of 
the Finance Committee. To some extent, I think 
the Senator’s suggestion has been anticipated by 
the notice which has been given by the Senator 





I suspect the only difference of opinion in relation 
to establishing something in California will be, 
whether it should be a mint or an office of assay. 
There is some difference of opinion as to that 
point; but that something of the sort is necessary, 
all will agree. 

Mr. DAWSON. While Senators are making 
suggestions to the Committee on Finance, permit 


me to saya word. The Senator from Louisiana, || 


[Mr. Downs] says there has been great embarrass- 
ment in taking care of the public funds at New 
Orleans—the revenues arising from the customs at | 
that port—and it is said that no competent man 
can be found to take charge of them, and give the 
bonds which the Government requires. Now, 


while the committee is considering this question, || 


would it not be exceedingly proper that they should 
examine into our financial arrangements, and see 
whether it would not be proper, under existing 
circumstances, to deposit the public funds, in 
some sections of the Union, in the banks. I 


take the duties of the office. For the safety of 
those funds, I suggest that the committee examine | 
and see whether some amendment ought not to be 
made to the existing law, so that, under certain 
circumstances and in certain places, deposites may 
[ submit to the Senator 
from Louisiana whether the funds of this country 
will not be exceedingly safe in the Bank of the 
State of Louisiana, or in the Bank of New Or- 
leans; and whether, under existing circumstances, 
it would not be prudent and proper, on the part of 
the Government, to make some arrangement so as 
to secure these funds better than they are now se- 
cured? I concur most willingly with the Senator 
from Louisiana, that the salary of $2,500 will 
not induce anybody to take the responsibility of 
keeping the revenues derived from customs and the 
receipts of the branch mint; but, under these cir- 
cumstances, it is the part of wisdom and the part 
of sound policy to make as safe a deposit as can 
be made of the public money; and | submit to the 
Committee on Finance whether it be not proper to 
examine seriously into the propriety of depositing 
the public money in some of the banks. 

r. DOWNS. [ must say, in reply to the 
Senator from Georgia, that, notwithstanding the 
difficulties that exist with reference to the mint in 
New Orleans, I am not convinced of the necessity 
of a change in the law authorizing the deposit of 
money in the banks. | hope there will be a rem- 
edy for these evils, in a different way from what 
the gentleman suggests. We have had in New 
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| old ones; and so far is this feeling 


| 


which, perhaps, more 


| an epinion was given by some emine 
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| are immense, and transactions in every way 
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on t Rig 
banks, At one time there were as ae ms 


teen banks there. We have onl 

now, and sad experience has a . four 
which | think will not soon. be forgotten ee 
has been the effect on the public mind there = 
in the new constitution they have not only - a 
ited the creation of new banks, but have ae * 
hibited the revival of the charters of an of the 
when the case of a bank was before the Legit 


ture there, which has just closed its 8€8sion, in 
’ 


ersons were j 
than in any other, and ts @hiom the Seiad arnt 
charter would have been of great benefit, har 
nt 

of the bar that it had not forfeited its edie cs 
an act was passed in conformity with this opinion 
yet so positive is the prohibition in the constity’ 
tion, that the sanction of the Executive was with. 
held from it. Whatever opinion ma prevail 
elsewhere with regard to the new principle nia 
the policy of banks, as I must call it, we in m 

State consider deposits in them unsafe. The 
larger proportion of the banking business, the eXs 


_ change business, the deposit business, and othe 


banking business in that city, has been as well 


| done, and as much to the satisfaction of all con. 
| cerned, as it was ever done by the banks; so that 


we consider the problem completely solved, that 
in a city like New Orleans, where an immense 


and active trade exists, and where the exchanges 


: . are 
immense, it is not necessary to have the assisiance 


of banks, and that we have done as well withon 
them. 
I am glad the gentleman has mentioned the sub. 


| ject, because I have had a sort of impression—| 


hope itis nota correct one, but I must say the 
gentleman’s suggestion has not removed it—that 
there is not a disposition to correct the evils that 
exist in the mint and treasury system, but to allow 
them to run on. They have been increased, | fear 
there is Some reason to apprehend, in order that 
the treasury system which has worked so well, 
may be discontinued, and the old, demolished, 
unhappy, fatal system of banking may be restored; 
and the idea that the funds of the Government and 
of individuals can be safe nowhere else butin banks 
is about to be revived. If there is any plan of that 
kind in any branch of the Executive department 
of this Government, or any other department, | 
tell gentlemen now, beforehand, that it will meet 
my most decided and emphatic hostility. Though 
my experience in relation to the banks of the 


| country generally has been little, it happens that 


my experience in the affairs of the banks of my 
own State is considerable. For a man of my ex- 
perience in public life, | have had as good oppor- 
tunities of examining and seeing, inall their phases, 
the operations of the banks as any other public 
man, and [ think that the sound judgment of the 
people of that State is decidedly against them. [ 
therefore consider it my imperative duty not to 
sanction any course which will have a tendency to 
throw us back to the ideas and practice of former 
times. The minds of the community have become 
enlightened on the subject, and a change has taken 
place on the subject in most of the States, and 
in some States banks are discarded altogether. 
[ am not disposed, in consequence of any evils 
which may be apprehended, to go back to the old 

ractice, nor do I think the Government of the 

nited States ought to do it. As other Adminis- 
trations have had the means of carrying on the 
affairs of Government in spite of these evils, let us 
try to get on with oug present difficulties, as | hope 
the present Administration may; but, however that 
may be, I hope we shall not yield to this banking 
influence. Anxious as I am that the mint should 
go on at New Orleans, if it cannot be done without 
putting the funds into the banks again, I, for one, 
shall oppose it. 

Mr. DAWSON. I did not expect the few re- 
marks | made would have called forth those obser- 
vations from my friend from Louisiana. He 
announced here, in the Senate, that the public 
deposits ir. New Orleans were uvSafe; that the 
Government could get no one to take the control 
and management of them; that instead of seeking 
for the office, each one was trying to avoid it; that 
the incumbent had, time after time, attempted t 
resign it; that officially he gave the Government 


notice that on and after the first of April he would 
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